MINUTES of the 57th Meeting of the Baron Courts of Prestoungrange & Dolphinstoun (1998) Limited by Guarantee held  in The Courts at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg, Prestonpans on 27th January 2005

`


Present:  Much Hon. Baron of Prestoungrange [in the Chair]





    Sylvia Burgess [Baron Sergeand]





    Annemarie Allan





    Adele Conn





    Andrew Crummy





    Tony Gillingham





    Gillian Hart










    Chantal Graham





    Anne Taylor [Dempster]

Apologies:
Much Hon. Baron of Dolphinstoun





    Lady Prestoungrange





    Kristine Cunningham





    Jim Forster





    Mathew Wills Yr of Prestoungrange

1.

Minutes of the 56th Meeting of The Courts held on 14th December

2004 in the Court at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg.

Agreed:
1.1
The Minutes of the 55th Meeting were a correct record.

2. Matters Arising

Poet Laureate
Reported:
2.1
(Minute 04/56/2.1)  That John Lindsay had submitted a poem and was keen to write more; and that ‘Davie’ at Forth Art was also 

interested in writing poems.

Agreed:
2.1[a]
That John Lindsay be designated Poet Laureate to the Barons 

Courts with the following commissions during 2005:

· To The Tale of the Totems from Chemainus Forest to August 2006

· To the Witches of Prestonpans for Hallowe’en Ceremonies

· To Life after the Appointed Day for the feudal Barons of Scotland.

2.1[b]
That ‘Davie’ be invited to consider working with the Arts Festival team as it creates the Witches re-enactment scenes as an annual cycle.

Cookery Book

Reported:
2.2
(Minute 04/56/2.2) 
That Annemarie Allan had collected 

recipes but they were not yet very exciting.

Suggested:
2.2  
That consideration be given on Monday/Tuesday nights at The Gothenburg, to the introduction of a Pudding Club, cookery classes and other demonstrations which could encourage cooking in the community; and that similar activities lately reported in the press be followed through.


Coffee Table Book for 2006

Reported:
2.3  
(Minute 04/56/2.2)  That Annemarie Allan was continuing to send Library Images to Chantal Graham for scanning and thence to  John Unwin for the Coffee Table book.


Murals Action Group

Reported:
2.4[a] 
(Minute 04/56/3.1) That the Salters Mural had still not been hung and the frame is not yet provided.


2.4[b]
(Min 04/56/3.2&3.4) That as the Rollo Builders wall was due to be demolished, Safeway’s wall was now suggested as an alternative for the Art Classes Mural, of which the sketch is still awaited.   

Agreed:
2.4[a]
That Andrew Crummy would to progress with vigour as this mural is long overdue and an integral element of the agreement with the Baron Courts in return for rent on the Cockenzie Studio and now a matter of honour.

Noted:
2.4 
(Minute 04/56/3.3)  That the Murals Maintenance budget is now required before end of February 2005. 

Reported:
2.4[c] 
(Minute 04/56/3.1/3.3/3.5)  That no further progress had been made on the funding for lighting the murals.


2.4[d]   (Minute 04/56/3.4)  That the contracts had been revised but not all had yet been signed.   

Agreed:
2.4[b]
That there were a considerable number of issues on which the Murals Action Group had fallen behind, and it was important that an early meeting of the Action Group be held to ensure immediate catch up takes place.

Reported:
2.4[e]    (Minute 04/56/3.8) That Ashington in Northumbria was not a mural town but Kirkubright was another mural town to be visited in addition to Swindon and Callington in Cornwall.


Art Classes and Use of Studio at Cockenzie

Agreed:
2.5[a]
 (Minute 04/56/3.7)  That the lease on Cockenzie had been 

increased to three months notice, but that no consideration could be 

given to extending this to 6 months notice [as had been mooted] until 

the Arts Classes had honoured their 2004 promise of a quid pro quo 

mural.

2.5[b]
That the Baron Sergeand should liaise with Andrew Crummy to 

draw up a self-sustaining model with its own discrete financial 

accounts, and then all future support would be determined by 

application for modest grants made to the Charity until self sustaining 

activities had been developed and against including the Art Classes 

own applications to external funders.



2.5[c]
That Gillian Hart should flag this up as project for funding 

application.

Location for Carving the Totem Poles in 2005/ 2006

Reported:
2.6
(Minute 04/56/9.3)  That a site had been found for the carving 

of the Totems at St Joseph’s School; but as the poles are being moved 

to St Joseph’s from Wintonhill Farmhouse they will be taken  first to 

the Car Park at the Prestoungrange Gothenburg for a ceremony with 

the First Nation people who are visiting with Kenny Grieve already  in 

the middle of April.



Wiles Bus back on the Road

2.7[a]
(Minute 04/56/10.1)  That a cost of  £2,000 had now been 

estimated by Edward George, the owner of the Wiles Bus, to put the bus back on the road.  

2.7[b]   That further discussions will be held with Edward George to 



finalise an agreement with him to share such costs and also with 

Annette Gilroy, a former Wiles director, on appropriate fares to be 

charged for the tours.  

Agreed:
2.7
That use of the Wiles Bus must be a combination of historical 

excitement and touring of the Murals/ Battlefield Site and other key 

locations, all commencing at The Gothenburg.

3.

Progress Report from the Murals Action Group 

Agreed:
3.1
That Peter MacKenzie should be approached about the 

Proposal for putting the Bonnie Prince Charlie ‘Standard’ on the  

Meadowmill Byng, and that Prestoungrange would follow up the matter with Marie Johnson and Pat O’Brien at the ELC re the general improvement of the Battlefield memorial area – noting that as Vice Chairman of ELC Pat O’Brien had been active in the 250th Anniversary re-enactment in 1995.

Agreed:
3.2
That Andrew Crummy would provide an up-to-date schedule of 



murals either commissioned or to be commissioned showing the

comprehensive way forward by August 2006 to the targeted 20 works 

of public art.


3.3
That the direct access stairs to the Barons Courts are available to become the Art Gallery once an Art Club is established which would meet once a month at the Gothenburg.

Confirmed:
3.1
That any and all Exhibitions held at the Gothenburg should be planned at times to encourage visitors to partake of  food and refreshment either with or as an optional addition to their attendance, and that the provision of complimentary refreshments was not available either from the Barons Courts or the Gothenburg in future.

4.         
Progress Report from the Literary Group

Reported:
4.1
That Sonia Baker’s booklet will be completed by end of March 2005.


4.2
That Gordon Prestoungrange’s booklet on Totem Poles is due for completion by the date for their Raising.


4.3
That the Witches booklet was short of images but the text was nearing completion.

Agreed:
4.1
That the Witches Historical booklet will be published in a more ‘popular’ format for sale as an integral element of Witches Tours, and will as an Appendix include the Arts Festival’s Guide to the ‘Witches Pardon Sequence at The Gothenburg’ via the south garden and up the south staircase, with a Witches Brew and Menu also on offer at all times from Chef in the Bistro.

4.2
That initiative needs to be taken to put on more plays at The Gothenburg and ensure they are deliberately staged to include intervals and publicised as with ‘optional theatre suppers’. 

5.        
Progress Report on Musick

Agreed:
5.1
That a Musick Action Plan is required with assistance from Lindsay Davidson.

Reported:
5.1
That the Prestonpans and Wallyford Pipes and Drums have made good use of their sponsorship and will be playing at the Burns’ Night procession.


5.2
That music continued to be a major attraction in the bars and a range of groups and bands were being invited by the Events managers but mostly they were not encouraging local talent.

Confirmed:
5.1
That the year’s major musical event would be the Tulsa Opera to be presented for two days at The Community Centre in June and that the ambitious plans had had to be abandoned on the basis of their risk exposure.

5.2
That Lindsay Davidson was preparing an appropriate budget and Adele Conn was liaising on the associated events to be held at The Gothenburg.

5.3
That the project can only proceed when the budget has been signed off by a grant from the Charity, and the Baron Sergeand and Tony Gillingham were to ensure that it was presented to them Charity’s Trustees no later than March 8th 2005.

6.       
Brushstrokes 2005

Agreed:
5.1
That there will be 12 issues of Brushstrokes each year henceforth, being a two sided A4 sheet as already used in Cockenzie for # 10, but designed in-house and printed at Prontoprint.   On one side will be up-to-date information on the Prestoungrange Arts Festival and on the other side will be the forthcoming events at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg.

7.      
Arts Festival Funding

Agreed:
7.1 
That the Baron of Prestoungrange and the Baron Sergeand would give direct and regular assistance to Gillian Hart to ensure that she has the information required to send off the applications and also to ensure that more applications are completed with a target of two applications per month.


7.2
That the Baron Sergeand be mandated to convene an Applicators’ Meeting each and every month to ensure proper progress occurs.

8.     
Prestoungrange Website Progress Report

Reported:
8.1
That the website continued to be updated on a regular basis, but in particular prior to March 1st 2005 must have a range of amendments to the Fowler’s areas to reflect the new Licence and the new Brewing Team’s roles.

9.    
Global Arts Conference 2006 

Reported:
9.1
That Prestoungrange, Adele Conn and Sylvia Burgess will be meeting in early March to progress the arrangements for final sales activities  RTW including the Murals Gathering in Bowen and them Californian Murals Seminar in Bishop; and to go over all aspects of the event and assess what is still required to be done.

10. Loan Note from Kiwi Futures Limited

Confirmed:
10.1
The Loan Note received from Kiwi Futures Limited to Baron 

Courts [1998] for up to £750,000 and that no additional funding above 

that sum was available from Kiwi Futures Limited.

Agreed:
10.1
That the Loan Note be signed and appended to these Minutes.

11.                   Future Meeting Schedule

Confirmed:
11.1
That the next meeting of the will be held beginning of March on the call of the Secretary.


11.2
That meetings of the Applicators’ Team, and the Murals Action Group are required to take place monthly outwith the main meetings of the Court, and the Baron Sergeand is mandated to progress such matters directly with their Convenors.

