MINUTES of the 55th Meeting of the Baron Courts of Prestoungrange & Dolphinstoun (1998) Limited by Guarantee held in The Court at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg, Prestonpans on 16th November 2004
Present:
Mathew Wills of Prestoungrange Yr.



Sylvia Burgess (Secretary)





Adele Conn





Andrew Crummy





Tony Gillingham





Kate Hunter





Anne Taylor


Apologies:
Annemarie Allan



Jim Forster
Chantal Graham





Gillian Hart

1.

Minutes of the 54th Meeting of the Court held on 16th 
November 2004 at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg

Agreed:
1.1
That these were a correct record.

2. Progress Report – Literature



Poet Laureate

Suggested:
2.1[a]
That the search for a Poet Laureate be extended beyond 



Prestonpans to other areas of East Lothian.

2.1[b]
That Jim Forster knows “the Lammermore Poet” John Lindsay, from Tranent and would provide details to Annemarie Allan.


2.1[c]
That Adele Conn knew “Davie” from Forth Art and would



also give details to Annemarie Allan.



Sheila Fraser’s Play “Holyrood Nites” & Other Plays

Reported:
2.2[a]
That  Sheila Fraser had declined to participate in general initiatives to 
promote drama in Prestonpans.



2.2[b]
That Malcolm Watson will bring his children’s show to 
The Gothenburg early in 2005 as well as presenting a one-man 
show; and he is also working with Adele Conn on events leading 
up to Tulsa performance.

Cookery Book

2.3[a]
That Ken Wilson had declined involvement with the Cookery Book due to other commitments.

2.3[b]
That two visits had been made by Annemarie Allan to the old people’s Day Centre and some material collected, and a visit had also been arranged to St Gabriels’s Women’s Guild to collect recipes/stories when Sous Chef Connie Quinn from The Prestoungrange Gothenburg, would accompany her.
Coffee Table Book

2.4[a]
That Annemarie Allan had made contact with John Unwin 
for all images he holds for potential inclusion in the Coffee Table 
book.

2.4[b]
That Sylvia would give Annemarie Allan the  materials left 
with her from Matthew Boffin and that Linda Sneddon is gathering together material she holds and will supply this by early 2005.



Historical Booklets Series


2.5[a]
That Booklet #19, “Roads around Prestonpans” 

is currently with the printer and will be available early 2005, and # 20, copy is currently in final editorial stages and also due to be with printer in the very near future for publication early 2005.



2.5[b]
That Booklet #21 on “The Witches of Prestonpans” has a 
deadline of end March 2005.

2.5[c]
That two further Booklets #22 and #23 have been commissioned from Sonia Baker entitled “Threads of the Past: Prestonpans People” and “The Prestoungrange Totem Poles” by Gordon Prestoungrange.

3.

Murals Action Group Progress Report
Agreed:
3.1
That the Salters Mural would be left off the Co-op wall 
Until Spring 2006 but it was agreed that as the Co-op were 
expecting it to be erected and so it would be. 


3.2
That the Murals Action Group would prepare a special 



maintenance budget for all murals to make sure they are in 
pristine condition for August 2006.

Reported:
3.1
That the Art Classes are preparing the sketch for the 
Rollo Builders’ Yard mural.

3.2
That East Lothian Council were arranging for lighting the

Burns Shelter and repainting the gates, by Kate Hunter following 
her meeting with Marie Thompson, Landscape and Gardens 
Manager.  

3.3 That following discussions concerning the site for the 
Witches mural, the Group were trying to avoid a purpose-built wall due to planning restrictions and expense; but since no other wall had been found Anne Taylor will raise the issue with Marie Thompson, Landscape & Gardens at the meeting on Nortrail. 
Agreed:
3.3
That the location of the Witches mural was very important 



because a lot of activities were being planning around the theme 
of Witches.   
3.4 That Pat O’Brien be approached as the ideal place would 
be at the Prestongrange Heritage Museum as it has space in 
front of it for plays and audiences. 

Noted:
3.1
That the Artists and Authors Contracts were in place and 
all parties understand the necessity for the process and for 
budgeting of each project; these being necessary inter alia when 
applying for funding.

3.2 That the Cockenzie Business Centre lease had been 
extended on a month-by-month basis with a month’s notice on 
either side; and also noted that Eddie Anderson, Andrew Crummy and Tom Ewing were making full use of the facility.

Agreed:
3.5
That the Art Classes need to be taken to the next stage 
and developed to include more of the community as a free 
standing social enterprise accounting unit.
Noted:
3.3
That a progress report on the Bowling Club Wall Mural would be given at the next meeting in December as the mural was due for completion end of November.



3.4
That the next progress report on contacts with the artists

from Ely who are expected in 2006 would be given at the December  meeting.

4.

Musick – Progress Report

Reported:
4.1
That no confirmed venue had been possible following the



problems with ELC and fire regulations at Prestongrange 


Church.

4.2 Concerns were expressed as without a confirmed venue 
it was proving difficult to contact sponsors and organise printing.

4.3 That Adele was please to report that a black baritone had 
been found in Edinburgh for the Tulsa Bagpipe Opera and contracts with the other artists were in place.

4.4
That the Opera had been reduced to 1 ½ hours.

4.5
That merchandising was in hand and outside caterers had been approached as it would not be possible for Chef Andrew Laurie to manage both the Gothenburg requirements and the Tulsa event.

4.6
That a piano is required and consideration is to be given as to the hire or purchase, although it was felt that the purchase of a piano would be too costly.

4.7
That the Press Conference was on track for Wednesday 26th January 2005.

4.8
That 30-40 events over the 3 month period were planned and Adele Conn would provide a status report by the next meeting.

4.9 That a progress report would be given at the December 
Meeting by Adele Conn and Kristine Cunningham following their meeting on brochures, invitations and sponsorships.

5.

Arts Festival Funding – Progress Report

Suggested:
5.1
That Anne Taylor set up a meeting with Kristine 
Cunningham, Kate Hunter and Marie Johnson, to discuss the 
proposition of joining Nortrail, which funds counties bordering 
the North Sea to promote their area, since  Nortrail are apparently very keen on walkways and cycleways.

Reported
5.1
That although the Burns Shelter Grant Application had 
been declined  due to the Coalfield Regeneration Trust running 
out of funds, they had not said that our application was not 
acceptable.

Suggested:
5.2
That Gillian Hart should go back to them in April 2005 
with another application.

Reported:
5.2
That no further advance had been made on the possibility 
Of Cambridge On-line Learning funders helping with guidance to 
sources of funding for the Arts Festival.

5.3
That Kenny Grieve is working on projects with the



National Museum and has informed Kristine Cunningham



they may have funds available which the Arts Festival could 
apply for to fund the Totem Pole project.
Noted:
5.1
That when completing applications for funding from the 



National Museum, the Arts Festival would want to have control 
of their own projects.

Agreed:
5.1
That a paragraph should be written to explain ‘How the 
Charity is Funded’ for Andrew Crummy and Gillian Hart to send 
with applications when requested - Tony Gillingham to confirm 
on  appropriate wording.

Noted:
5.2
That the template for the structure of funding applications



had not been finalised.

6.

Website Report

Noted:
6.1
That Chantal Graham was keeping the website up 
to date for the Arts Festival.
7.

Brushstrokes & Other Publications

Noted:
7.1
That Kristine Cunningham is continuing to schedule Brushstrokes to tie in with major events.


7.2
That copy for the 8pp advertorial feature in East Lothian Life is due by end December 2004.

8.

Totem Poles

Reported:
8.1
That Kristine Cunningham and Sylvia Burgess had a very



positive meeting with Pat O’Brien, Margaret O’Connor and Brian



Stalker, Head of Planning.

8.2 That Kristine Cunningham would have a further meeting 
With Peter Gray whilst  Margaret O’Connor was going to look into the possibility of the Prestongrange Heritage Museum Bath house for the storing and carving of the logs..  Pat O’Brien and Brian Stalker were also going to investigate other possible sites.

Suggested:
8.1
That the next meeting with Pat O’Brian, Margaret O’Connor and Brian Stalker be held at The Gothenburg.

9.
Any Other Business

Reported:
9.1
That Anne Taylor and Sylvia Burgess had visited the Scottish Vintage Bus Museum and seen the Wiles Bus, and Sylvia Burgess will be following up the possibility of putting the bus back on the road and for it to be hired to the Baron Courts for murals and/ or other tours.
Reported:
9.2
That the Gothenburg/ Baron Courts had been nominated for an East Lothian Business Award and Adele Conn, Steven Cross and Andrew Laurie were to attend.

Reported:
9.3
That Sylvia Burgess had been requested to visit the two recently identified mural towns of Swindon in Wiltshire and Callington in Cornwall.
10.
Next Meeting of the Barons Courts

10.1
That the next meeting of the Board is scheduled for 16th December in the Court at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg.

