MINUTES of the 54th Meeting of the Baron Courts of Prestoungrange & Dolphinstoun (1998) Limited by Guarantee held in the Courts at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg, Prestonpans on 12th October 2004.



Present: 
Much Hon. Baron of Dolphinstoun (in the Chair)





Annemarie Allen





Sylvia Burgess (Baron Sergeand) 





Adele Conn (Montjoye)




Andrew Crummy





Tony Gillingham 





Chantal Graham





Gillian Hart 





Kate Hunter





Anne Taylor (Dempster)


Apologies:
Much Hon. Baron of Prestoungrange





Lady Prestoungrange





Kristine Cunningham





Jim Forster

1.

Minutes of the 53rd Meeting of the Directors held on 14th September 2004 at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg

Agreed:

1.1
That these were a correct record.
2.

Progress Report – Literature Group
Suggested:
2.1
That Annemarie Allan’s search for a Poet Laureate be extended beyond Prestonpans to other nearby areas of East Lothian.

Confirmed:
2.1
That Shelia Fraser’s offer of her play “Holyrood Nites” had been accepted and will be performed on 17th January 2005. 
2.2
That a local actor is preparing a one-man show and will be available for discussions after completing existing commitments at the end of October 2004, with further discussions to take place by end of November.


2.3
That Annemarie Allan is pursuing the possibility of input from Ken Wilson, writer/ editor,  regarding the cookery book; but in the meantime contact is being made with women’s groups to develop a list of local recipes and the Chef and Sous-Chef are being consulted.

2.4
That John Unwin of Land and Unwin and will be meeting in the coming months with Annemarie Allan to help pull together existing images for potential inclusion in the Coffee Table Art Book  as liaison with photographers for new material continues.

3.

Murals Action Group  – Progress Report

Reported:

3.1
That Tom Ewing had successfully completed the Co-op Mural and its unveiling and dedication will take place shortly.


3.2
That the Co-op representative had been asked if the Salter’s Mural by Kate Hunter could also be added to their walls.



3.3
That Adele Conn is progressing well with the Redburn Road  Dairy Mural and expects to complete by end of November, weather permitting.



3.4      That the Baron of Dolphinstoun had unveiled Jim Forster’s portrait on 12th October before a gathering of his family, friends and colleagues on the Staircase Gallery and gave a good account of Jim Forster’s achievements both outside and well beyond, but lately within, the Baron Courts; after which guest were invited to an informal light lunch buffet in the Lord Mayor’s Bar.


3.5
That Rollo Builders have now given permission to start and our contractor has been asked to prepare the wall as soon as possible with the Art Classes under Andrew Crummy’s leadership creating the sketch for approval.

3.6
That Kate Hunter had met on several occasions with the Airts Burns Society and is now preparing for completion of the Burns Shelter Mural by Burns night 2005; she is also meeting Marie Johnson, Manager Landscape and Countryside at East Lothian Council to discuss their involvement in lighting of the shelter and the overall maintenance. 


3.7
That preparations for the Bowling Club Mural of the Byng Boys were now complete and artist Lynda White had commenced, hoping to complete by end November.
Confirmed:
3.1 
That all Artists seeking commissions with the Arts Festival of the Baron Courts must be made aware ab initio that Agreements must be signed off before any works are authorised or fee payments approved.
Reported:

3.8
By Andrew Crummy, that the Cockenzie Power Station Mural was now complete and had been unveiled, attracting unfortunately a local objector reported in four press cuttings including the Daily Record, saying that Marlene Love should not have been depicted.  


3.9
That the Baron Courts response had not accepted the critique which had later broadened to a suggestion in the East Lothian Courier that murals should seek Planning Consents – a suggestion dismissed as un-necessary by the Council spokesman since they are not located in Conservation areas.


3.10
 That discussions regarding the site for the Witches mural and the plans of the practicality of an audience viewing the re-enactment were being carefully considered.



3.11
That the structure of some of the Arts Festival’s funding applications had to be addressed and we need to look at how we present our financial aspects to the funding organisations.

Noted:

3.1
That  Funding sectors are more likely to consider our proposals if we include workshops for the community and community project related to our murals such as research workshops, children workshops, artist talks, painting materials, rental of rooms etc., rather than us just an application for an artist fee.

Reported:

3.12
That Murals Action Group now has a membership of 12 and contact has been made with delegates from the Ely Conference especially Michele Loughery, John Pugh, Art Mortimer and Wei Luan who all expressed an interest in coming to Scotland in 2006.  


3.13
That the Murals Action Group have been invited to create the stage sets for the Tulsa Bagpipe Opera.  

Agreed:

3.1
That the Murals Action Group and Art Classes should consider liaising more closely with The Prestoungrange Gothenburg on their projects and make more use of the facilities at the Prestoungrange Gothenburg for Arts Club meetings in addition to the Painting and Drawing Classes well established at them Cockenzie Centre.
4.

Musick – Progress Report

Reported:

4.1
That Adele Conn and Lindsay Davidson were making good progress on the arrangements for the Bagpipe Opera and had arranged to meet on October 18th & 19th .


4.2
That Lindsay Davidson and Adele Conn had approached various leads for a Choir and were hopeful that the East Lothian Concert Opera would either offer their services or take the opportunity to perform at one of the additional events of the Tulsa Programme.



4.3
That Adele Conn had met with the local Red School Janitor to discuss the use of grounds opposite the Prestoungrange Church and it was agreed the marquee could be erected and stay overnight.



4.4 
That a Tulsa Press Conference is planned for 29th January 2005.  

5.

Arts Festival Funding – Progress Report

Reported:
5.1
That the Applicator, Gillian Hart, had confirmed the Heritage Lottery Pre-application for the Witches of Prestonpans project had been sent.  The Burns’ Shelter (Coalfield Regeneration Trust) and Battle of Prestonpans (Scottish Community Foundation) grant applications would also be signed off on 12th October 2004.


5.2
That Dolphinstoun was to invite his funding contacts in Cambridge On-line Learning to discuss with Gillian Hart the possibility of working together with us on future projects.


5.3
That Kristine Cunningham and Gillian Hart met with Kenny Grieve and Jane Beattie at the National Museum of Scotland on 11th October to discuss the schedule and possible funding for the Totem Pole project.  

Agreed:
5.1
That a meeting with Pat O’Brien and Peter Gray, Museum’s Officer at East Lothian Council, should be arranged to discuss the use of Prestongrange Heritage Museum for storage and carving for the Totem Pole project; and Jane Beattie agreed to arrange this in consultation with Kristine Cunningham.

6.
 
EPOS & Webmaster Report

Reported:
6.1.
That Chantal Graham was constantly updating the website, and the new Arts Festival site was still in the process of  being re-built with an expected completion date of  end November 2004; with links for the Prestonpans 2006 Conference ongoing.

7.
        
Brushstrokes and Other Publications
Reported:
7.1
That  although Kristine Cunningham was unable to make the meeting she had confirmed that the Cockenzie/Port Seton special Brushstrokes and handouts were ready and expected to be distributed week ending17th October.
7.2
That edition #11 Brushstrokes, for distribution to Prestonpans only, was coming together and hoped to be out at end of October. 

7.3
That pre-Christmas edition,  #12 Brushstrokes, including the  Christmas card was to be distributed by end November 2004.

8.

Future Meetings of the Courts
Confirmed:
8.1
The 55th and 56th Meetings will be held on 16th November and 

December 14th respectively chaired by Mathew Wills Yr of 
Prestoungrange.
