Minutes of the 48th Meeting of the Baron Courts of Prestoungrange & Dolphinstoun (1998) Limited by Guarantee held in The Courts at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg, 227 High Street, Prestonpans on May 4th 2004
Present:   Much Hon. Baron of Prestoungrange (in the Chair)

     Much Hon. Baron of Dolphinstoun*

     Lady of Prestoungrange

     Mathew Wills Yr. of Prestoungrange*

     Sylvia Burgess (Baron Sergeand)

     Annemarie Allan

     Andrew Crummy

     Adele Conn (Montjoye)

     Kristine Cunningham

     Lindsay Davidson (Master of the Musick)

     Jim Forster

     Chantel Graham

     Gillian Hart

     Kate Hunter

     Anne Taylor (Dempster)

1. Minutes of the 47th Meeting of the Baron Courts held at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg on March 30th 2004 
Agreed:
      1.1

That these Minutes were a correct record.

2. Matters Arising

Art Workshop: April 19th – 30th
Reported:
      2.1

(Minute 04/47/2.5)
That the Exhibition of Paintings 

      by members of the Arts Classes and Workshop had been a most 

      considerable success with some 90 guests at the Private Viewing 

      on April 15th in the Lord Mayor’s Bar; although due to the 

      continuing building works and fire regulations, the Exhibition was 

      closed to the public after one week.

      Burriss Bursary

      2.2(a)
(Minute 04/47/2.7)
That Jeanette Burriss son had 

      provided a fully updated version of Jeanette’s CV for use in the 

      Applicants’ Briefings and that the web files would be wholly 

      updated by Chantel Graham in line with his wishes.

      2.2(b)
That arrangements for the Exhibition of Jeanette’s 

      Paintings to coincide with the Announcement of the 1st Bursary  

      were in hand for July 12th.

      Belhaven Reproduction TeaSets



      2.3(a)
(Minute 04/47/2.9)
That Tony Carter’s prototypes 

      had been approved and are now in production for delivery prior 

      to June 19th.

      2.3(b)
That Tony Carter had agreed to create an Exhibition of 

      his Speciality Teapots at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg in due 

      course, Kate Hunter conceding that she was a collector of such 

      items.

      East Lothian Pottery Exhibition

      2.4

(Minute 04/47/2.10)
That Gillian Hart was including 

      this proposed Exhibition for 2005 on her list for Grant Applications 

      and an expert had been identified for the potential Antiques Road 

      Show by Annemarie Allan.
      WebMaster for Baron Courts & EPOS Executive

       2.5(a)
(Minute 04/47/2.12)
That with the active support of 

       Matthew Boffin, Chantel Graham had taken responsibility for the 

       creation and dynamic updating of ASPs and the additional 

       Fowler’s Home Page.

       2.5(b)
That the EPOS system is being installed and will have a 

       test run on May 7th/ 8th at the Private Party in the Nelson Suite and 
       at the Fowler’s ‘Besom’ Broom Hoisting.

       Scottish Tartans Society Records

       2.6(a)
(Minute 04/47/2.15)
That Prestoungrange and Lady 

       Prestoungrange had visited The Glack where the Records are now 

       kept, and Keith & Elizabeth Lumsden have completed their 

       inventory indicating only one file sequence missing [Histories of 

       Early Tartans], but fortunately have a copy of these histories.

      2.6(b)
That little progress is being made with the litigation in 

      hand but the Lord Advocate’s Office has indicated action by them 

      for breaches at the Society can be envisaged shortly.



      Salt & Oysters



      2.7(a)
(Minute 04/47/2.16)
That Prestoungrange and Lady

      Prestoungrange had visited the West Mersea Oyster Farm area and 

      the Lion Salt Works Trust in Northwich, and the latter has 

      promised support.

      2.7(b)
That two new, for profit,  enterprises had been 

      established, viz. Prestonpans Salt Company Limited and Pandores 

      Oysters Company Limited, which would initially be managed 

      under contracts by Baron Courts (1998) with a dedicated staff 

      member, Louise Boyne, to be appointed shortly; their purpose 
      being to create speciality/niche manufacturing activity again in 
      both fields. 

      2.7(c)
That it was the intention for both companies (i) to seek 

      grant finance in support of their initial development, and (b) to 

      invite entrepreneurial equity participation as already established for 

      Fowler’s Ales [Prestoungrange] Limited – possibly via an EIS 

      pattern of investment once business plans are clarified.

3.

      Montjoye’s Progress Report

3.1 That progress was good on all projects and that the 

launch of the GothPoints for Charity Members from June 19th was on track.

3.2 That the correspondence from Brew Brands SA in 

Luxembourg re the three ‘old’ Fowler’s Registered Marks was being addressed by Prestoungrange in dialogue with their Solicitors in Bristol, and all proper care was being taken to ensure the correct positioning of  ‘new’ Fowler’s was reinforced.

4.                   Literary Publications Action Group

4.1

By Annemarie Allan, that Historical Booklets # 17 & 18 were now in print and both are linked to murals as required, and together with Kristine Cunningham every effort is being made to organise Press Briefings at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg and at Napier University.

4.2 That good progress is being made with the writing of 

# 19 re: Cockenzie Power Station, again linked to the mural there.

4.3 That work on the Coffee Table book was proceeding 

slowly as the photographic target list/ its associated archive builds 

up, but the quotation for 1000 copies from Land & Unwin had been accepted and placed in the budgets for 2005/ 2006.

4.4 That The Witches Project is being co-ordinated by 

Annemarie Allan and will be four dimensional i.e. historical booklet, musical interpretation, play-writing for re-enactment and a mural sequence; additionally the Baron Courts are expected to grant an Absolute Pardon at their final judicial sessions in July - on Petition.

4.5 That the two Pans Fringe Festival plays for August 

2004 will be co-ordinated under the Literary Group’s aegis in the Thomas Nelson Suite, but organised by the Events and Functions 
team with matched food and beverage services.

4.6 That proposals for a straight-forward Writers’ 

Workshop were not appropriate but that the Group was contemplating a Tales of the Pans Mk 2 publication in association with the Historical Society possibly for publication at Gala Day 2005, and would liase with Jim Forster on the matter.

4.7

That the Literary Action Group is continuing the search for 

a Poet Laureate and a Notice to that effect will appear in the next Brushstrokes.
5.

      Sub-tenancy Agreements at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg

Confirmed:
      5.1

That the Baron Sergeand as Company Secretary was 

      executing gratis sub-tenancy agreements with (1998) and the 

      Charity, and also the proper arrangements for the Salt and Pandores 

      Oysters companies whilst (1998) manages them.

6.

      Grand Open Day: June 19th 

6.1 That the day would be an Open Day with all relevant 

activities ‘on show’ including the incoming Chef, Salt and Pandores Oysters, with Glenkinchie also invited to participate as the Barons’ Appointed Distiller.

6.2

That Thomas Nelson V, June Lake and Garth Morrison – Lord Lieutenant for East Lothian, will all be attending although Pat O’Brien’s unveiling of the James Park Lounge plaque will be 

undertaken privately after his return from holiday.

6.3

That there was confidence the whole facility including the gardens at the west and south sides will be completed by that date, together with the stone masons carving and brick work to the  immediate Entrance exterior as proposed by Andrew Crummy – which the Lord Lieutenant will be invited to unveil as he declares The Prestoungrange Gothenburg formally ‘Re-opened’ on June 19th.
Agreed:
      6.1

That the Montjoye and Prestoungrange would convene

      a Grand Open Day Planning & Invitation Meeting on Monday/ 

      Tuesday May 17th/ 18th for all interested parties to share their 
      manifestoes and hopes for the day and to allocate spaces etc.

7.

      Publication of Brushstrokes #8 & #9
Reported:
      7.1

That issues # 8 and # 9 will address the before & after 

      of the Grand Open Day and are on schedule with Kristine 

      Cunningham, the latter to be well in time for distribution with the 

      Cockenzie Mural Supplement going to all homes in that village and 

      in Port Seton.

      7.2

That issue #8 shall inter alia include the formal Notices 

      of the final Judicial Meetings of the Courts on July 13th and 27th 

      and the Requirement for a Poet Laureate.

8.

      Murals Action Group

8.1 The Action Group had now held two meetings and was 

working closely with Gillian Hart as Applicator to seek external funding.

8.2 That as well as the completion of the two murals in the

James Fewell Bar, work was nearing completion at Cockenzie Power Station and maintenance on the foreshore was continuing. 

8.3 That Kate Hunter had been commissioned for an

interior mural at the mezzanine level of the interior staircase showing the Thomas Nelson Suite as in 1908 with a Reception for the Pride of the Pans town heroes and other significant individuals.

8.4 That Kate Hunter’s Salters’ Mural will now be hung in 

the south garden of The Prestoungrange Gothenburg.

9.

      The Applicator’s Work

Reported:
      9.1

That Gillian Hart had completed an excellent matrix 

      analysis of Putative Projects v Possible Grantors after discussions 

      with all lead artists, and in the coming months will be acting on 

      priority interstices in discussion with the several Action Groups.

10.
 
      Totem Pole Action Group

10.1
That no progress could be reported but Kristine Cunningham will shortly be joined in the Project Team by the Events and Functions staffs.

11.

       Bagpipe Opera Project team

11.1 By the Court Composer, Lindsay Davidson, that the 

identification of the soloists was proceeding well and a local soloist from Prestonpans was to be auditioned shortly

11.2
That he was due to visit Goteborg very shortly and would be exploring possible exchange of musical activities with that City in discussion with Jorgen Linder, as well as the broader issues of Scottish/ Swedish interchanges surrounding the Arts Festival’s Annual Gothenburg Day, July 23rd .

11.3           That this Project team will also shortly be joined by the 

                               Events and Functions staffs with Steve Wilson acting as the 


       Project Leader.

11.4 That a ‘final budget’ meeting will be held on June 17th so that artists can be provisionally contracted for the Opera in 2005.

12.

       PR Strategies and Publicity 2004 / 2006

12.1           That excellent local press coverage continues for all 

activities with Adele Conn acting as office contact.

12.2           That the PR positioning of the Judicial Conclusion of

 the Baronial Courts in July was now confirmed as posing the question: After Abolition and After Land Separation – What Point in the Title? ….  with the suggestion that each Baron should be quizzed as to what they are personally doing to uphold ‘feudal caring values and public representation’ throughout the curtilege of their former lands.

12.3            That the 2nd Edition of the Murals Trail is scheduled

for June 19th release, and the 2nd Edition of the 2006 Global Conference, including the Structure Program and Willie Park Golf Competition Briefing, by end July latest.

13.

       Diploma Progress Report & Ely Presentations

13.1 That progress here has been delayed by the demands of 

The Prestoungrange Gothenburg reconstruction, but catching up will occur during May/ early June, including the inclusion of Adele Conn, Chantel Graham and others so wishing in the Set.

14.                    Final Judicial Meetings of the Baronial Courts: July 13th 

 & 27th 2004

Confirmed:
       14.1
That the Barons would sit as a Joint Court on July 13th 

       and 27th in full regalia to consider several Petitions and other 

       matters, the holding of which Trinity Term Sessions would be 

       notified to the press as would their Judgements and Declarators; 

       the Baron Sergeand being responsible with the Bailie for all 

       arrangements.

       14.2
That it was wholly in order for the Baron Bailie to hear

       Sworn Declarators before the Courts and that the Fee Payable for 
       the Swearing and Records shall be £25.

Reported:
       14.1
That the Directors of Fowler’s Ales [Prestoungrange] 



       Limited were desirous so to swear in respect of their positioning re 



       Brew Brands, successor to John Fowler & Co - who seemingly hold 



       Marks in respect of Wee Heavy Ales and 90/- Pale Ale – prior to 


       the launch of their ales on May 8th at 11.45 am with the ‘Besom’ 


       Broom Raising Ceremony.

15.

       Musick Action Group

Reported:
       15.1
That the local young peoples’ Prestonpans and

       Wallyford Pipe and Drums had been visited and evaluated by the 

       Master of the Musick and that he considered them to be a well led 
       and organised group although with very considerable need for 

       development.

Agreed:
        15.1
That the Dempster and Prestoungrange should meet 


        again with the leaders of the group and confirm that, subject to 


        proper guarantees and plans, the Arts Festival was willing to 


        sponsor them with (i) an initial Grant of £1000; (ii) an annual 


        Grant of £250pa  for three years from June 1st 2005 subject to 


        satisfactory progress; and (iii) provided progress was satisfactory 


        to ask the Baron Bailie to authorise that the Prestoungrange 


        Tartan may be worn by the group. 

Confirmed:
        15.1
That the proposals for (i) an Annual Prestonpans & 


        Vicinity Youth Orchestra Festival, assisted by Sir Robert Balchin 


        who initiated the English Youth Orchestra; and (ii) a Winter 


        Season of concerts in the Prestongrange Church, should both be 


        followed through by the Events and Functions Managers mindful 


        always of the need to enhance The Arts Festival revenues as well 


        as organising the events per se.


        15.2
That in agreement with Lindsay Davidson, Steve 


        Wilson would be seeking to arrange folk music ‘showcase’ 


        evenings at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg in partnership 


        with Greentrax and others.

16.

        Dates & Times of Future Meetings

Agreed:
        16.1
That meetings of the directors be convened as follows:

· June 19th Planning Workshop: May 17th/ 18th
· Judicial Petitions Review & Public Notices of Sessions 

      – May 18th 

· 49th Meeting – Tuesday June 15th @ 9.30 am  
· 50th Meeting – Tuesday July 13th @ 9.30 am
· 5th Annual General Meeting – Tuesday July 27th @ 12.30 pm 

· 51st Meeting – Tuesday August 17th @ 9.30 am
· 52nd Meeting – Ely Nevada – August 24th @ 7.30 pm
· 53rd / 56th Meetings – as Agreed (Minute 04/47/15.5)  with Chair taken alternately by Dolphinstoun & Mathew Wills Yr of Prestoungrange.
