THE BATTLE OF PRESTONPANS

8. Let Battle Commence

On being told of the troops’ movements Cope decided to
change the position of his army. But it was to no avail. Even
the weather was against him for there was a fog. Not a dense
fog but that early, misty fog that tends to disguise the senses of
both hearing and seeing. It was the kind of weather so beloved
by the fighting highland forces, one that helps you slowly but
surely move towards your foe without being seen or heard,
particularly if you walk on all fours. By the time the
Hanoverians realised what was happening and started to fire
they knew they had already lost the day. When the various
clans called out their battle cries, the very blood of Cope’s
army was chilled. When Charles’ troops attacked Cope’s right
wing, even his artillery shots were to no avail the Highlanders
being too close and the cannon balls flying well over their
heads. When they, the Jacobites, discharged their fire and
threw their pistols down on the ground for hand to hand
combat, the Hanoverian troops fled for their lives more so
when they realised how the ‘rabble of the north’ fought.

Having drawn their swords in their right hand and holding a
spiky targe in their left hand, from which protruded the blade of
their dirk, they then faced their opponents by bending their left
knee in order to receive the thrust of the Hanoverian bayonet on
the targe, killing the other soldier on their right with their sword
while maiming the one on their left with either the spike of their
targe or the blade of their dirk. Having fired once Hanoverians
only had recourse to the bayonet of their musket, while the
Highlanders had recourse to another two blades and the spike to
inflict further damage. And then there were the dreaded scythes
which could sever anything they touched. And they did swing
and cut for heads, hands and legs were strewn everywhere on the
battlefield. What terrified Cope’s men was the fact that this was
no rabble coming at them but rather a uniformed and orderly
troop that was quick in movement. Cope faced a carnage he had
never experienced before and fled the battle wearing a Jacobite
white cockade so as not to be recognised.

Of Cope’s fighting men, nine hundred were mortally
wounded including Colonel Gardiner, and one thousand four
hundred were taken prisoner. About two hundred, it is said,
escaped. Of Charles’ army, five officers died, thirty privates
were killed and about eighty were wounded. The dead, as was
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‘A Race from Preston Pans to Berwick’: Sir John Cope brings the news of his own defeat
(From a contemporary satirical print)

the custom, are said to have been buried on the very field they
died on. In fact, the same would later apply to the battlefield
of Culloden. I was told by Jack Robertson that, should anyone
dig a few inches below the ground where the Battle of
Prestonpans took place, one would reach the remains of those
fallen men, Jacobites and Hanoverians alike. In 1950, when a
number of bones were found at the site of the battle, a
religious service was held and the remains of a number of
soldiers of both sides who died on the battlefield were re-
interred,!S close to the memorial cairn which was erected in
1932 by the Society for the Preservation of Rural Scotland and
which stands on the B1377, just outside the town of
Prestonpans at the turn off for Meadowmill Sports Centre.
Cope had not coped at all. It was then the satirists and
songwriters went into full flow. By the former he was called
the ‘pudding-headed general’ and the latter let rip with
comments on his troops’ flight back over the border:

“But when he saw the Highland lads,

W1’ tartan trews and white cockades;

Wi’ swords and guns, and rungs and gauds,

O, Johnnie he took wing in the morning”  Robert Burns

and

“In faith,” quo Johnnie, “I got sic flegs
Wi’ their claymores and filabegs,

17



7::5: o pue ::E.:_..:.:.u_uu.ms :._o.h 7 N0y
mqung woedy pyasew an i€l
uMOT, o1 oy apw ¢ S e
vAUD pue ‘iz oY1 pasal Luy ayy o1oyM
junep 03 swp ey pyosew Loy uagm
. VI, paovenh A0y uays ‘Yuag o1
PE o pue ¢ prnjung wosy ‘z adag ‘pyorew
Sway oyl amigr woag  amgr03 yiof oy pue
Syoupareyoeneg 03 Y16z ay3 ¢ Lumayode(r 03
Py oM gz oy, coqquonoesd qySnoyy
ou sen [usodord 2y ‘woneIopisuod oamew
uodn nq {qasww sy 3dodsaur 03 “ySiN
Jo pnop) topun sopiw 2 yomw pue ‘adon
Moqo) 03 pasodosd wayy yo. oo§ s Sep
ey SunySy jo pautoddestp Suraq e pxda
05 IOM UDW O} ‘DIOWEAILL) JE [LALIE INO
aoe S ey, roaeur skep anoj pwojiad
oy sfep om3 ur i aeay siy Supyoene ano
aaasd 03 yojedsip yons aprw pur ‘yaouspug
urouwapiny 03 Slonafoure)  woxy ooy
SI] pJO3IE AN vy pajeprupur sua ..&.._mze.:m
Mo Jo aouddipaur Sulany ‘arojaq. Sep o
*ado)) se ‘poguroddusip oxom Jaus jeosd nowp
o nq ‘j0ds o3 uo ewp 10 Janbuod o) urw
T 03 [[C PUININ0P d1am pue ‘wiy yorne o3
dloym ayy Jo uopeulul [eouad ayy anotariaq
sty £q Jdwmoys mepy 410a0 fodony ydy -0
UotINgosal LM ‘Frouoo11100-J0 1[I Y1 1940
SmSunpn wp ‘oarpefeyotoqy woyy p,yosei
Supuwiow o3 ux Inoj e pur ‘dwesdp o3 Luay
ajous s1y paapio . ‘Srourafamsyy 1040 Aep
ey yoaew 03 ses odo) (eouary qnery ey
puuojur Jupq Janeady) oy ‘Lz oay

ANV SYAANILTAL Fur 10 TYNUNO[

T,

4

MmA eatoys pddok, Gieng g £33 pros o3
=97 UOSID I B pue I9puansg 9yl wolj wayl 03
patasard sem 193397 ¥ UM 19Ul 90IRIS DIIM
Loy, :oomape 380q wayy oAl pue ‘yomy)
ASU 91 Ul WYy prane o) p,udduod |
uottums 01 ‘Junt oq 01 L[pjvipawur [jag-21]
a3 pasoplo sajensiSery oy y-—'p.donsop pue
pSed aq wSrw syurnquyur a3 ‘waois £q 9
300} 'sopurySIEy o 11 989 ‘lqruoy j0u seA
AnD ayy paeSar ug ‘ommudeo 03 [puncy pue
SOTEAISLALIY “ISOA0ST PIOT AN} P SSRIPPE ‘WO
p.uopurqe pey suooJui(y jo syuatirfoy] oMl Yy
e pue ‘funy sadon prousn jo uoneioad
-X2 ou sea 030yl SuLopIsuod  ‘sjueiiqey
-u [edrounad oy jeys os ‘oxey uoPTUIOISUOD
[epuad € pouorsvaso iy Sy apsed
aY) ojul wes ay3 Mmus oM ‘sajurisidery ano jo
21e0 o3 03 afeSJug 1101y Sutaeo| ‘uoyuippe]

loj Aeme pojy Aoy uwoyy ‘yyoy  spaea
-03 £11D SIY} JO APIS IIOU Y} UMOpP JO OpOI
‘PRl cony ‘suoofuar oy Joye APIntpow

-wit, ¢ 10 SIgY o 3o aptw © ‘afpug 3100 o
9pIS §1Y3 U0 suy Jpun pooys oym ‘sojued
-woy) £11) oys pue ‘sucofeiq sJaupien pue
SUOIIWTE] 3oexe 03 dn pyotvw £pog poouea
-Pe 1y} uopy £ uoourdal)y oy uy Inoy jnoqe
111 41D sty3 Jo 3som safiwt -om3 ‘ourydio3s10)
noqe suly Jopun poos Awry puelySiy o)
“se Lepuoyy uQ ‘61 ‘dog ‘HOWnUNIAT
*S3USWIDADIYIIE 11510 JUNOJIE e 2ALT
04 UBK0YD oAvY S[2QAY O[3 Jouueur Jeqav,ui
235 fww S19pedY ano ey ‘Amuspr ubitiop
=20 oY1 woy udye} st [eunof Surmoyfoy oYL

«  "ANVILOOS

PP URUAL TR b
“SuooFviey s HOJIMPIT
popunos ‘fouinypy [oU0[0)) “WALY
" Upaqy ‘4oupien [PUOLO] i
“SHCOSDI(T § LPUPIDE) J2U0JOD .
: ySINQUIPT LU ‘SUL] U0ISaLJ JE SIEL OY3 ¥
vu“?._:o? 3 POIIII 9Y) JO ‘P,A1edaI JoL ST dAnY
oM ST 10UX0 jsow Ay st Summo[lof "oy,

-adop uyof
1S AL JOPNUTT 98 9IOM SIOHUN[OA UDWANUDD)
91} JO OWOS PuT ‘OWO]] pue UNOPnoY Jo sueg
oY ], °9pIs JOYIId uO SO Ay} JO Iou ‘uomdy
S} JO SImUOnIRJ ) JO JUNOIOE OU AATY
o& 194 seinq ¢ requn( 01 308 puy so[paosey
|duojoy put soymo JotpeSng ¢ ropnep
01 pAnor puy ‘suoodesq oSt moqe yim

“odoy uyof g pur ‘parvojop osom sdooxy,

s uryp oy Jeys ¢ ySanquipy woly sojiw uaos
‘uojeag 1eOU ‘U0ISAIT e ‘jeoiq-fep I ‘quers
-ur 3512 23 U0 ‘S[AqAY Ay £q pHoEnE M
‘puruwod siy Jopun sdoos, ay3 pue

adoy uiof 11§ 1Y p,WIOJUl OIE oM
‘Suguzowt s} P ALIE YOIy sseadxy ue X

2 dag YioylA)
‘ALLAZVE) NOANO] 9y} wolg
' ..Z.OO NOT
© 7 (‘nowaaniaa WvaN)

SNVA NOISTHd 1V ULLVE

*Stli ‘Y £290990) ‘Coplyry .& ﬁm..\.mw%ﬁQ ‘Nopsaupa )  woss]

SOd NOAdNO

ANNAZd HHL

Maick AR EoYck:





