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A PREFACE TO THE 1997 REPRINT
BY THE RECTOR

Richard Ormston

To have a thoroughly researched and well-
documented village history is rare indeed.
However, this book by Edward Evans does not
merely record Milton’s past. Many references
to the village, the land, and surrounding vil-
lages are as topical as they were nearly 80
years ago when Mr Evans was Rector of
Milton. The map on the rear cover shows the
ancient river bed: Today we continue to expe-
rience the extraction of sand from the alluvial
deposits around Milton, as we have for several
decades. The links with Collingtree through
the churches and the communities are just as
strong, and at the heart of Milton is the vil-
lage school, as it was so many years ago.
Some things though have changed. What
would Mr Evans have thought of Hunsbury on
the horizon, or the constant roar of motorway
traffic? Milton must have been so much more
intimate and rural in his day.

Edward Evans put his pen down long before
Europe was plunged into the Second World
War. He had proudly listed the Milton men
who served in the Great War (1914-18), noting
those who made the ultimate sacrifice.
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Accordingly it is fitting that we now record
the names of those Miltonians who gave their
lives in the 1939-45 War: Jack Digby, Harvey
Folwell, Ronald Mallard, George Newcomb,
William Oxley, George Pell, Leonard Proctor,
Wyvil Raynsford and Bernard Rose.

Over the centuries Milton Church has been
lovingly cared for by generations of parish-
ioners. The ancient stones bear witness to the
many structural changes that have been made
as each generation has adapted the building
for the use of our community. We must
remember that our beautiful Church is not a
museum but a house of prayer: a place to
worship the living God. It is the focus of
delight and anticipation at baptisms, of joyful
celebration at weddings and of sadness at
funerals. Down the centuries tens of thou-
sands of Miltonians have come together to
share the key moments of their lives within
the walls of our Parish Church. I am pleased
to say that, due to the work of the
Churchwardens and Parochial Church
Council over the centuries, the building is in
an excellent state of repair. Recently we were
encouraged to receive a letter from the Lord
Bishop of Peterborough congratulating every-
one who helps maintain Milton Church to
such a high standard. However, there are
always projects and regular repairs to 
undertake, so all proceeds from sales of
this book will go towards the upkeep of the
Parish Church of Holy Cross, Milton Malzor.
We appreciate everyone’s help in keeping 
the Church as a place of welcome to parish-
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ioners and visitors today and for generations
to come.

The idea for the reprint of this book came
from Alistair Muir, and my thanks go to him
for taking the project through to the final pub-
lication. The second debt of gratitude is to
Gordon Wills who lives in The Manor House
today with Avril Wills. He undertook with his
colleagues at MCB University Press in
Bradford to arrange the printing of this mag-
nificent volume. Without that generous assis-
tance we would not have this continuing
record of one Northamptonshire village, now
available once again.

Alistair Muir and Thomas Jones,
Churchwardens

Colin Neal,
Deputy Churchwarden
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