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IN 1901, PROVOST SMITH OF ARMADALE fmported an idea from the Swedish port
of Gothenburp. In Gothenbuwrg, in an attenpt to curb the drinking of satlors, an experimental public
honse, rn by a co-gperative socety, had been establiched. With a lpan of £1,000, a subsantial srom
of money in its day, from lpcal coal master, James Wood, the Armadale Public Honse Sodety way
established in October 1907,

Fo suwecessfiel war THE GOTH that its profits in the first 14 wonths pard for a local nurse,
Nawrve MacAffee, and her uniform and equipment.,

This tradition of mungficence to any worthy heal canse and THE GOTH'S parronage of all
Iocal sporting organisations and cultwral adivities prade the establishment famons far beyond the
boundartes of West Lothian.

THE GOTH became a local institution and one which inspired other similar establishments
where, fike Armiadale at the fime, there was @ mining conmmnmiy.

In its cardy years from 1901 wntil 1903, THE GOTH repaid its loan o James Wood and
had alro made over £400 in donations to other local bodies including the band, the bowling club and

flower shops. Below you see the pioneeting gentlemen of the inangiral comamittes.
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In teuth, the orjginal premiser were bttle more than a temparary expedient, bawever they gave
the commiiltes, management and staff the opportanity of learming bow to min THE GOTH and
alio in gaiging is potularity and the custom it condd look forward to in the future.

Menies were such that extensions were possible and, during this period, the present shap front
was built. A large borse-shoe bar with two rooms proved a preat suicess from the start.

As infernational tension grew duing the years leading to World War I, THE GOTH
meaintained steady growth and when war eventwally broke awt, the armed services were first o benefie

Jrom the generviity of THE GOTH'S charitable concern. When peace was re-established
Edinburgh Rayal Infirmary also benefited and Armadale itself recefved its first ambudance in 1921,

Frone 1923 sinti! the early 305, THE GOTH'S swecers contenued, as did ifs donaiions fo
docal caveres incleding Armadale Public Band, the Redding Prr Disasters, the Miner’s Welare
Institute, the Old Folks, Widows and Blind People, as well as Armvadale’s old sewior foothall club.

Diuring the econemic depression of the 205 and 305, business was modest. Nevertheless, in
1924, to mark the the senices of the Sodety's President, Malcolm Mallae or “Asid Matknrm " ar
be war affectionately known, the famons tower was added to THE GOTH'S frontage and in

1927 an extension to the premises was formally opened.

{Throngh the years, the tower bas pone on to beconre
Armadate’s most celebrated landmark, perbaps due to its
resemblance of the famons Leaning Tower of Pisa in Italy
and it bas featwred often on telesision.)

The meteoric nise of Hitler in Germany once again
catapulied the world inte World War I1.

Work, particularly in the steel industry became more
Plentifiel and this was reflected in local business with THE

GOTH floserishing and profits rising.
In fact, in 1946 bar takings reached record fignres. However, due to the shortage of soods and
the bigh cost of market prices, 5o did taxation. This too reached record figures and, in 1947, THE
GOTH endured its first downturn in profits. The state of the pound sierling, its subsequent
devalieation and the general state of the economy did little to improve the sitnation.
Nonethelsss, the commiitees of the succeeding eras carvied on the fine traditions of munificence
and donaiions fo the public, even when great care bad to be taken with alf matters [frandial



As the 505 began, a new era also began for THE GOTH which was now, to all intents and
purposes, Armadale’s Town Hall At weekends, it was the town's contre of entertainment. Dance
bands. pipe bands, accordion bands and folk bands all played at THE GOTH. The rfirbishment
of the hall also led to other parties such as women's groups, and arts and crafts groups regnlarsy
holding their patherings there.

THE GOTH alio played its part in the continwing sodial history of Armadale as the venie
for weddings, christenings, parties and fitnerals. Progf of its unique place the hearts and minds of the
peaple of the fown.

Drsering the 60s, THE GOTH entered into perbaps the niost festing period of its history .
The commitice of this time had to steer THE GOTH through a difficult time, as s finances and
resonrces duindled seriously to the point where it conld have disgppeared altggether. Although, even
in these hard times, THE GOTH never mavered in its tradition of offering belp and assistance to
bouding clubs, Gala Days and Barnardgs Children’s Homes and local bospitals, as weld as
animerons oiber focal bodies,

I the 700x, the entive layont of THE GOTH changed, becoming the place we know tadgy.
The Glendell Lovnge apened its doors and, to enconrage a younger clientele, Couples” Evenings were
introdced. (THE GOTH at this time had no real history of being frequented by the fair sex; 5o
this was guite a stgp forward,) Conseguently THE GOTH jlourished yet again nith firmover
reaching a new peak.

In the 805 and 905, things, as always, changed. With more pegple buying their homes instead
of renting, the rising pepularity of off-licenses, peaple gaing further afield for entertainment and an
entirely new economiic climate meant there was less money in everyone’s pookets. Rising mnemploy-
ment, not just in Armadale but thronghont Scotland did little to alleviate the problems. At this
point, The Giendel] Lonnge becanve reserved for finciions ondy.

Despite difficult times, all succeeding comnuittees have constantly striven to maintain a policy of
prudent spending combined with generous donations, fine traditions, associated with THE GOTH
since day one. (Bten todgy, the Douglas and Love families who sat prowdly on the inangnral
commiites are represented by theer descendants on the membership role)

Impartant as the members are, and there are currently over 180, if is the continuing patronage
of the peaple of Armadale that provides the THE GOTH with its lifeblood, Without this, there
wonld stmpdy be o GOTH.



THE GOTH wa, is and always will e a socdefy with its beart and sonl roofed in the town
of Armadale. lts penerosity not just to its members, patrons and the peaple of the town, but to
desersing canses wherever they may be, Is an example o any rocefy.

Marny changer have taken place over the last century. Armsadale itself is a very different place.
The seven mines that once thrived here bave passed into bstory, The steelworks are no longer bere,
The brickworks are fong pone. Yet THE GOTH stild stands prowd. It il makes pemerons
contribeitions and donations to worthy bodies. It still has a special place in the hearts of its mentbers
and patrons, young and ol It still has a vital rolz to play in the ffe of the conemunity.

Of the numerows soceties ingpired by onr own socely and established on the same pringples,
only THE GOTH in . Armadale remains as it was when if first gpened.

When THE GOTH mar born in 1901, nobody kwew what lay abead. Now, as we stand
an the threshold of @ wew century, who &nows what the next 100 yeary will bringd

The cirrent committee see it as owr dity, and the duty of all who sscceed ny to enswre that, in

the distant year of 2101, the town of Armadale still bas an active and proactive GOTH.

Armradale s a richer place for its existence... and wonld be sa much the poorer were it not bere.
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