Blindwells Development: Heritage Interpretation Plan

Introduction

The Blindwells Development area lies within a landscape that has witnessed dramatic change in terms of land use, settlement, conflict and war and industrial exploitation over the centuries. The landscape and its exploitation have changed and evolved with political, geographical and technological influences all being absorbed into the consciousness of the surrounding communities.  People who have, and still do, live in the area have all interacted with this landscape and have defined it on their own terms.   Due to this continuing interaction it is felt that it would be appropriate for a Heritage Interpretation Plan to be drawn up for the Blindwells development as it sits in the heart of this landscape.  The aim of the plan is allow the local community, as well as a wider audience, greater accessibility to their Heritage and thereby helping to engender a sense of place for the new community.  

Background

Cropmarks

The proposed development area originally contained the cropmark of a multi-valletted fort, which although subsequently removed by quarrying, attests to significant prehistoric activity in the area.  There are also a high number of other cropmarks, several of which have been scheduled, in the immediate vicinity.  In general the area of the development is rich in cropmark archaeology which although visually unassuming is none the less important in our understanding of the past uses of the area.

Battle of Prestonpans (1745)
Led by Charles Edward Stuart (Bonnie Prince Charlie or the Young Pretender) the Jacobite army routed the British Government forces lead by Sir John Cope.  Although it appears that the mains focus for the hot clashes lies to the immediate north of the development, the area of the development was used for troop deployment and manovering, particularly by the Jacobite army.  As such it is a key part of the landscape of the battle.

Historic Maps

The proposed development area is generally shown as agricultural land on historic mapping.  However their are a number of historic buildings in close proximity to the development: 

St Germains – possible the site of medieval hospital associated with the Bethlehemite Order possibly founded in 1170.  Currently an early to late 18th century classical country house.

Seton Collegiate church – was founded in 1242.  Subsequently it became the mausoleum for the Seaton Family.  

Steills Hospital – Founded in 1819 - 21 by an endowment from George Steill, blacksmith and builder of Edinburgh, "for the aliment, clothing, and educating of poor children for ever".  The hospital is noted on the 1832 John Thomson map & 1st ed OS map of 1854.  By the 2nd edition OS map 1894 it has become this becomes St Johns RC Industrial School, which is possibly a reflection of the predominant surrounding industries.
Riggonhead Farm – noted on the 1st edition OS map as being within the development area but no longer extant.

Seton East and Seton West Mains - both 19th century farms

There are also a number of changing field boundaries and indications that the area was under rig and furrow cultivation, which attest to the changing agricultural practices that can be traced within the surrounding landscape.
Mining and Quarrying

In addition to the quarry which occupied the development area several other mines and collieries are located in close proximity:

Bankton Colliery in production pre-1907 (but post-1894) out of use by 1957

Glencairn Colliery in production 1936 – 1962

Medowmill Mine in production 1952 – 1962

Seton Colliery in production pre 1854 but out of use by 1894

Riggonhead Colliery in production pre-1907 (but post 1894) out of use by 1914

The number of collieries in very close proximity to the development area have effectively influenced the settlements and industry of the area which is clearly reflected in the wider landscape and buildings.

Proposals

An integrated heritage interpretation plan will allow the cultural heritage remains of the area to be given the limelight they deserve. The underlying aims of this proposal are to give the local community:

· A shared sense of place

· A shared sense of history

· A historical context for the new development

and by these

· aiding social cohesion between the existing communities and the prospective residents of the new development 

· allowing shared ownership of the historic landscape 

· aiding in the creation of social identity

· allowing community to identify with their landscape, 

· showing that community and people are integral to the evolution and understanding of the landscape (in effect that we create our own history by our understanding of what has gone before).
To achieve this the Archaeology Service recommends the following:
1. Permanent Exhibition Space

a. Permanent exhibition and interpretation space within a community building (e.g. library) – This should act as a ‘hub’ for the trail (see 2.e) and offer more in-depth information than the interpretation boards (see 2.a).  The exhibition case and education loan box (see 2.b and c) could be housed here.  The location and space needed for this should be considered at the design stage and is covered by the Library Design Brief.

2. Interpretation provision

a. Internal Interpretation boards – located within the permanent exhibition space (see1.a). These should form a permanent exhibition on the history and archaeology of the Blindwells area with special reference to the cropmarks in the area and how they indicate past uses of the very landscape in which the development sits, the socio-history of the coal workings in the immediate area as well as the Battle of Prestonpans (although it should be noted that this is catered for elsewhere in the area).  Perhaps focusing not on the main day of fighting but explore the days leading up to the battle, battle manoeuvres, soldiers accommodation, burying the dead etc. 

b. Exhibition case – an appropriately sized case should be situated in the permanent exhibition space and should compliment the interpretation boards.  It should artefacts relevant to the internal interpretation boards

c. Loan Box – to contain resources relating to the heritage of the area (e.g. Ariel photographs, old maps, grow your own cropmark kit etc) and be accessible for local groups, schools, etc.  Could be housed at the same location as the permanent exhibition (see 1.a).

d.
External Interpretation Boards – located at key points along a heritage trail (see 2.e.), and at other key points.  These should seek to explain key events/sites that occurred/are present within the landscape through a series of annotated illustrations, which reconstruct the past landscape of the area.

e.
Waymarked Heritage Trail - A heritage trail needs to be created within the wider recreation provision which allows both residents, local and tourism visitors to explore the landscape and find out more about the natural and cultural heritage of the area. The exact route of the heritage trail will be dependant upon the layout of the development itself. This heritage trail should link in to the existing core paths network in the area particularly those to the north around Seton, and those to the west around Meadow Mill to Bankton House.  The path should be way marked with information markers which reference to the information in the booklet (see 3.a). The interpretation boards (see 2.d) will be located at key interpretation points along this heritage trail.  
3. Publications 

a. Popular publication on the heritage of the area – To allow an easily understandable appreciation of the cultural heritage of the area a colourful booklet should be produced which describes the historical and archaeological richness of the area. The booklet should be relatively inexpensive to buy and should be accessible and informative.

Conclusion 
With television programmes such as ‘Two men in a trench’ etc, the interest in historic battlesites is very strong.  This general interest coupled with existing high profile and ambitious projects such as the Battle of Prestonpans project, shows that there is a huge interest in battlesites in terms of education value and heritage tourism.  The recently revised Scottish Historic Environment Policy outlines Scottish Governments commitment to the protection, sensitive management, promotion and educational value of historic battle sites such as Prestonpans In addition the advent of Historic Scotland’s ‘Inventory of Scottish Historic Battlefields’ means that the potential for positive publicity for the developers is high as the archaeology of battlefields and their accessibility will have a high public profile.  
Although the Battle of Prestonpans inevitably dominates any historical and archaeological consideration of the area the impact of the development on the actual battle site is minimal.  However, because of its profile the battle provides an excellent gateway to draw in other aspects of the cultural heritage in the area, which are often ignored or misunderstood.  The development itself offers an unrivalled opportunity to highlight how landscapes have been used and have changed from prehistory through to now, with the Blindwells development being but the latest evolution of this landscape use.

The proposals outlined above are considered by the Archaeology Service to be a cost effective way of integrating the heritage associated with the development, and the general area into the wider recreation provision. 
