THE BATTLE OF PRESTONPANS (1745) HERITAGE TRUST

MINUTES OF THE 51/12 MEETING OF THE TRUSTEES HELD ON WEDNESDAY 19th SEPTEMBER 2012 at 12.00pm at THE PRESTOUNGRANGE GOTHENBURG, 227-229 HIGH STREET, PRESTONPANS

PRESENT:




Gareth Bryn Jones
-
BPHT Chair



Herbert Coutts
-
BPHT Vice-Chair



Arran Johnston



Gordon Prestoungrange

ATTENDING:




Darren Barker (Barker Langham)

APOLOGIES:



Sylvia Burgess (Secretary)


John Curtis


Sharon Dabell


Baron of Dolphinstoun


Peter MacKenzie


Richard Mackenzie


Sir Garth Morrison


Pat O’Brien


John Orr


Lady Prestoungrange


Malcolm Scott


Adam Watters (Agitant)


Dorie Wilkie


Mathew Wills 
-
BPHT Treasurer

1
MINUTES of 50/12 Meeting of the Trustees held on 28th June 2012 were

           distributed and were approved.

2
PROGRESS WITH ELC / PETITIONS / LOCATIONS



.01
The meeting had been preceded by a meeting between Trustees, Darren Barker and representatives of East Lothian Council, including Council Leader and local Councillor, Willie Innes.


.02
Trustees reviewed the outcome of the meeting, which had been called to discuss options for a Partnership Agreement between the Trust and ELC over the development of the Prestongrange site.  It was agreed that the meeting had been very productive and a programme for taking the proposals forward had been agreed.  The Working Group, comprising GJ, HC and AJ plus DB representing Barker Langham, would be responsible for scheduling of regular meetings with relevant Council officials.


.03
It was agreed that DB should prepare agendas and minutes or notes of the Working Group meetings with ELC.  It was agreed that he should also draft a programme and timetable for progression of the proposals.


.04
It was agreed that while the negotiations with ELC were progressing well the Trust should not abandon all interest in other potential sites, specifically Bankton House and Cockenzie House.

3
FOLLOW UP TOVISIT BY CABINET SECRETARY FOR CULTURE:


.01
GP reported on the visit by Cabinet Secretary Fiona Hyslop to the exhibition of the Tapestry at St Mary’s Cathedral in Edinburgh.  It was noted that the visit had been successful and Ms Hyslop had shown great interest in the Tapestry and work of the Trust. The Trust was grateful to Andrew Crummy, Dorie Wilkie and other volunteers for attending and assisting with the visit, as well as to personnel at the Cathedral.

4
MOMENTUM FUNDING & £2m APPEAL:


.01
DB reported on progress with the initial pre-application process for the Trust’s momentum funding bid.  Costings had been gathered and the pre-application consultation would take place shortly.

5
HLF GRANT 1:


.01
AJ confirmed that the Planning Applications for the new marker boards had been submitted.

6
SCHOOL VISITS & ALAN BRECKS


.01
DB confirmed that the momentum funding application included a sum for the continuation and development of the school visit programme.


.02
AJ reported that the Alan Breck regiment would be appearing at St.Mary’s over the weekend of 17/19th August.   He confirmed that the event at Prestongrange had been a success.

7
ANNIVERSARY RE-ENACTMENTS


.01
AJ confirmed that arrangements were in place for the annual re-enactments, which were due to be held on Saturday and Sunday 22nd and 23rd September on Greenhills next to Cockenzie Power Station.  A significant number of re-enactment regiments had confirmed their attendance.  It was noted that the annual wreath laying would take place on the evening of Friday 21st Septmber at the Meadowmill monument, to be followed by a parade of re-enactors through Prestonpans.  The Riggonhead march would take place on the morning of 22nd.

8
TAPESTRY TOUR SCHEDULE


.01
AJ reported that the exhibition at St Mary’s had been well attended and had now been dismantled.  It had been agreed that 50% of donations would be distributed to the Cathedral, although the total amount received had not yet been confirmed.


.02 
DW had reported that a re-hemming exercise was due to be carried out while the Tapestry was being stored between exhibitions.

13
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:



.01 
Pinkie Cleugh:  AJ confirmed that the Pinkie Cleugh Group was holding a Battle Field tour as part of Archaeology Month and was seeking to raise funds for battlefield interpretation.


.02
Battlefields Book:  AJ confirmed that Historic Scotland had offered to contibute to the publication of the new East Lothian Battle book.  It was agreed that the Duke of Somerset should be invited to write a Forward to the book.


.03
Barra Distillery:  GP reported that he had met with representatives of a new distillery on Barra and had tentatively suggested that the Tapestry might visit.  No formal arrangements had been agreed.

14   DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  

The next Trust Meeting would be held at 6pm on Tuesday 30 October 2012. 

