MINUTES of the 34/10 Meeting of the Trustees of the Battle of Prestonpans [1745] Heritage Trust held in the Lord Mayor’s Bar at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg, Prestonpans on October 19th 2010
Present:
Baron of Prestoungrange [in the Chair]

Gareth Bryn-Jones [Vice Chairman]
Herbert Coutts



John Curtis 


Pauline Jaffray

Peter MacKenzie

Lady Prestoungrange
Dorie Wilkie


Attending:
Gordon Veitch



Adam Watters [Agitant]

Apologies:
Sylvia Burgess [Secretary]



Kristine Cunningham
Baron of Dolphinstoun
Arran Johnston


Sir Garth Morrison
Pat O’Brien



Malcolm Scott



Mathew Wills of Prestoungrange [Treasurer]

The Meeting invited Prestoungrange to take the Chair and welcomed Dorie Wilkie and John Curtis to their first meeting.
1. Minutes of 33/10 Meeting of Trustees held on July 23rd     

2010 at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg  
Agreed:
1.1
That they be signed by the Chair as a correct record. 
2. ‘Prospectus to the Nation’ & Follow up with 
Minister of Culture & at Parliament
Reported: 
2.1
That the Mini-Prospectus prepared by Darren Barker, the
16pp ‘red’ chrono-themed document, had been published in time 

for circulation throughout the Tapestry Tour.



2.2
That the 40pp BIG ‘blue’ Prospectus was now in final


draft for discussion with the Minister of Culture, Fiona Hyslop, 



MSP and all other MSPs when the Tapestry Exhibition is 



presented in December at Holyrood – and when it is published 



an estimate of costs will be included from Gareth Bryn-Jones. 
2.3 A formal Petition seeking support in the aftermath of the 

£5 million Scottish Government Grant to Bannockburn will be tabled at the year end to coincide with the Jacobite Exhibition at Holyrood and the Tapestry hanging there.

2.4
That Max Gaunt at RGA had updated his economic assessment of the visitor potential for the Living History Centre if located at Prestongrange Heritage Museum rather than  Meadowmill and concluded that if the other aspects of the Museum were resurrected effectively visitor numbers well over 100,000 pa could be expected.

2,5      That the Vice Chairman had not yet held discussions with 

Seton Farm East’s owners / farm shop management there to see how collaboration might develop – but that it remained a key element of the Trust’s intentions.
2.6       That Dr Tony Pollard had prepared a draft Statement for 

the putative National Inventory of Battlefields including the Trust’s views on ‘appropriate’ development within the area as suggested in discussions with Tom Shearer, Biddy Simpson and Malcolm Cooper, and this was included in the BIG Prospectus.
2.7        That Malcolm Cooper, as the Minister’s contact point 
with the Trust following Mike Russell’s visit, had written indicating the assistance/ connectivities in government he was able to make in support – which is appreciated.
Reaffirmed:
2.1
That the Trustees believed to maximise visitor impact 


of the Living History Centre it must be a discrete ‘national’ facility 


in the overall context of Prestonpans Millennial Heritage 


presented at the extant Prestongrange Museum.
2.2     That the bing as a viewing platform for the entire battle 

sequence, and the battlefield per se, must be excellently presented and never lost from sight.

2.3
That the Riggonhead Defile must be permanently interpreted within the emerging framework for Blindwells.

2.4
That the interpretation of the battlefield at Seton Farm East was a sine qua non.

2.5
 That transport connections between the two must be integral to any final  agreed solution.
3.                   Follow-Up on January 2010 Petition to East Lothian Council
Reported:
3.1      That the Trust had held its third meeting with Tom 


Shearer, ELC’s nominated contact point, but although many 



good intentions had been expressed no substantive progress 



had been made nor was it to be expected by the 265th Re-



enactments. 
Agreed:
3.1      That Herbert Coutts, Arran Johnston and Gareth Bryn-
Jones should review the statements included in the Master Plan for Blindwells as they impact on the Riggonhead Defile and see whether emendments/ additions are required to meet the Trust’s objectives.
3.2       That when developers are formally appointed for 

Blindwells, appropriate representations and lobbying by the Trust will be necessary including use of the % for the arts, bearing in mind that the Riggonhead Defile Walk is not the only aspect of heritage for the area to be captured – there was long- standing market gardening there and ultimately open cast coal extraction.

4.

Waggonway Conservation HLF Application 
Reported: 
4.1
By Darren Barker that ELC’s officers were now in support  of Darren Barker’s submission for Prestoungrange Arts Festival application to HLF for the interpretation of the 18th Century Tranent/ Cockenzie Harbour Waggonway per se, as the nation’s earliest railway – which of course was a backcloth for the battle itself in 1745.
5. Schools Visits Programme: 2010

Reported:
5.1
That Kristine Cunningham was working up proposals for future school visiting and she and colleagues were making  proposals to seek further grants in aid/ ELC support.
5.2 That the educational resources developed and tested 

from the website by Fiona Campbell for the Tapestry will in future form an integral component of schools programmes, with school groups visiting the Tapestry in total and/ or selected cohorts of the 104 panels being taken to schools – the next major initiative taking place at the Story Telling Centre in Edinburgh in February 2011.
6.

Re-enactments: September 2010 
Thanked:
6.1
Arran Johnston and all members of the Alan Brecks for 



arranging and leading one of the most successful re-



enactments at Cuthill Park for the 265th Anniversary.

Reported:
6.1
That by offering a comprehensive encampment and the 



re-enactment on both Saturday and Sunday, all in Cuthill Park, 



estimated attendances reached 1500, which is a record since 



the series began in 2006. 
6.2 The Riggonhead Defile was walked again by 50+ , with a 

good sunrise at 6 am, as depicted in Andrew Hillhouse’s new painting.

6.3 That two new cameos were created with the Highlanders
March from Holyrood to Duddingston and Cope’s Landing in Dunbar. 
6.4 That Saturday concluded with the ceilidh which was once 

again much appreciated, with draught Fowler’s Ales available throughout. 

Agreed:
6.1
That whilst the collaboration of the Forth Yacht Club has 



been greatly appreciated taking a redcoat off the beach to 



escape to Pittenweem, that cameo will be discontinued in 2011.
6.2 That it was important that in future years the re-

enactment of authentic cameos is sustained alongside the encampment/ displays/ skirmishing since this has become a unique feature of Prestonpans each September. 


7.

Final Stages of ‘Your Heritage’ £50,000 HLF Grant 
Reported:
7.1
By Kristine Cunningham, that all three Interpretation 

panels had now been erected re Tranent Churchyard, Seton 

Collegiate and the Waggonway, with battlefield detailing after Pollard.

7.2
Budget remains available from HLF specifically for battlefield markers.

Agreed:
7.1
That  Darren Barker should now seek to complete his 
Evaluation of the entire project for report to HLF.

7.2
That the possibility of markers on the battlefield site at Seton Farm East/ Seton West Mains be explored by Kristine Cunningham.

8.
Prestonpans Tapestry ‘Private Viewing’ & Alan Breck Regimental Dinner: July 26th 
Reported:
8.1      That this had been an outstanding success as 



documented in NewsNet on the website.
8.2       That the full colour 275pp book [£30 case bound/ £20 

paper] had been published and well received.
8.3        The DVD by Eric Robinson covering the tapestry’s 
creation and the July 26th celebrations was nearing completion and the second cut of the whole 29 minutes was available for viewing. [The Trustees were joined by several Stitchers for a private viewing during the evening.] 
8.4        That Ian Green of Greentrax had created a CD of 
traditional Jacobite music that had sold alongside the book  with the touring tapestry, and the first 100 copies had been sold.
8.6 
That designandonline had created lo-res web based access to the tapestry’s panels and story line, but hi-res copies and permissions other than for each stitcher’s own panel will command a fee and copyright protection.

8.7      That Fiona Campbell was continuing to create prototype 
educational designs for our Tapestry to use during the Parade and beyond, including at the Youngsters Festival September 25/26th , and these are available gratis on line. 
8.8
That press, radio and tv coverage had been quite exceptional not only at the nation wide at launch on July 26th but as the tapestry toured across the Highlands during August and September – for which gratitude was expressed to Kristine Cunningham.
9.

Tapestry Touring: to September 2010 and Beyond
Reported:
9.1
By Arran Johnston that more than 10,000 visitors had 



now seen the Tapestry after its Highland and East Coast tour to 



September 26th. The Comments Book suggested it had receive 



great acclamation and the Trustees thanked Arran Johnston and 



his associates and the Stitchers who assisted for their splendid 



support throughout.

Agreed:
9.1
That touring must continue for the Tapestry right through 


until such time as its permanent home is found in Prestonpans 


and to that end:



[a] Arran Johnston be mandated to agree such schedules as 


can be accommodated on behalf of the Trust;



[b] Dorie Wilkie be mandated to ensure proper care and 


maintenance of the Tapestry during and between tour activities.


[c] Andrew Crummy be invited to continue acting as warehouse 



for the Tapestry at his Cockenzie Studio for the foreseeable 



future with the Trust agreeing with him a suitable contribution to 



heating and maintaining his Studio for this purpose.

9.2 That Dorie Wilkie be authorised to seek contract support 

for the maintenance of the Tapestry as necessary to take over from the purely ‘volunteer’ contributions the Trust has relied upon thus far.

9.3 That it was in order for the ‘Stitchers’ to create such 

tapestry merchandise as may be authorised by Dorie Wilkie at the Stitchers’ own cost and for sale during Tapestry Tours provided an agreed % contribution was made to the Trust, but that it would not be acceptable for any parties whatsoever other than the ‘Stitchers’ themselves to be so involved.

9.4 That the Stitchers should be made aware that the Trust 

will itself be deliberately creating tapestry merchandise for sale and that common sense and goodwill is required to avoid ‘overlapping’ competition.

Noted:
9.1
And agreed, Arran Johnston’s plans for future touring 



going to The Dovecote, Story Telling Centre and St Mary’s 



Cathedral in Edinburgh in the coming 9 months.
Confirmed:
9.1
That a Tour of East Lothian towns where the armies 



passed e.g. Haddington, Dunbar & Musselburgh would take 



place early in 2011, and that discussions were proceeding with 



several other parties north and south of the Border and in the 



global Diaspora.
9.2 That Stitchers and Tim Porteous’ emerging Story

Telling Group would all be involved as often as possible in the tour programme.

10.

Miscellany - AOB
Reported:
10.1
That discussions were continuing with Ronald Elliot, 
the Musselburgh sculptor, and he had tabled ideas for possible roundabout artwork of Highlander and Redcoat – which would require funding as well as Planning Consent.
10.2 That Tim Porteous had expressed his willingness to take 

on responsibility for the BattleBus from Spring 2011 although parking arrangements still required sorting through.

10.3 That Andrew Fieldhouse has completed his first work on 

the Riggonhead Defile which is now framed and is working on Tranent Manse and Cockenzie House. 
10.4
That the BattleBus and Alan Breck’s successfully  attended the East Fortune Air Show on July 24th and Braemar’s Jacobite Festival on July 25th.

11.                Next & Forthcoming Meetings of Trustees 
Agreed:
11.1 
That the 35/10 Meeting of Trustees will take place on Tuesday November 23rd 2010 @ 6 p.m. at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg in the Lord Mayor’s Bar, followed b y the 4th AGM of the Trust and y/e accounts to October 31st 2010.  
Confirmed:
11.1
That the Chairman would not be seeking re-election at 



the 4th AGM in November.
