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The Trust's Objective

The Trust was established in 2006 to ensure that the Battle fought and won in Prestonpans by Prince Charles Edward, September 21st 1745, is better interpreted and commemorated for the nation and for its visitors.

To achieve this the Trust specifically proposes to create a world class self sustaining living history centre that will attract some 100,000 visitors each year – a quantum already professionally assessed as attainable.

The Meaning of The Prince's Victory at Prestonpans

The Trust believes Victory was a triumph for Hope and Ambition in life of a young 26 year old. Whilst clearly the battle was one important step in the '45 the Trust does not seek to tell either the entire story of Jacobite Rebellions from 1648 onwards or the entire story of the '45 – we wish to focus on the dynamics of The Prince's 'journey' from St Nazaire and Eriskay to Prestonpans. 

Starting with his Hope and Ambition plus the Seven Men of Moidart, The Prince was able to Raise his Standard to Rally the Clans and Defeat Cope in 9 minutes. He showed magnanimity all the way.

Such was the exhilaration of Victory that a unique literature blossomed from Skirving's Hey Johnnie Cope to Walter Scott's Waverley and Stevenson's Alan Breck.

Asking for £10 million

The capex we envisage is of the order of £10 million. Then we are confident we can be self sustaining [RGA Feasibility Study].

The Trust has raised sufficient private donations to campaign for five years to make the case for the capex above, and now asks that Ministers assist us in assembling the necessary consortium of funders.

Making the Case 

We have taken as read that the Battle of Prestonpans was a major Scottish Heritage moment of which our community has stewardship.

 We resolved to build on all that had been essayed before

· the bing as an interpretation vantage point

· the cairns on Middle Road and Jacobite Way

· the Waggonway footpath

· the 250th Anniversary Celebrations - in 1995

· the restored Bankton House

· the Gardiner obelisk

We resolved to seek to create the centre as an extension of the bing

· an initial architectural impression was created

· haleysharpe were commissioned to envision interiors

· the centre-in-use was explored

· the leverage of the centre to the whole community and its history was ensured

· battlefield archaeology was commissioned

· battlefield markers placed 

The community at large was engaged

· walking tours were sustained

· tour guides were trained

· annual re-enactments were instituted

· Alan Breck Regiment of Prestonpans Volunteers established

· past literature and song was collated

· a publishing programme was introduced

· a mural was painted 

· a BattleBus was developed

· a BattleGame was developed

· new drama was created and taken on tour and to the Fringe – Battle of Pots n' Pans & Gardiner – Vice and Virtue

· 'new' poetry was created and music played and sung

· the Prestonpans Tapestry was commissioned

Building and Sustaining Campaign Momentum

As already indicated, the Trustees resolved to devote 5 years of high intensity effort to making the case and achieving the objective. Although we have gratefully received an HLF Your Heritage Grant of £50,000 all the other investment has come from private donors to the charity and for such donors this seemed a realistic compact.

The Trustees are committed to giving this campaign 'our very best shot' across 5 years. If we cannot convince the nation and a consortium of capex funders that we have made the case, and we shall ask for a unequivocal response, we shall pass the challenge on to others. 

The Battle Trust is a 'daughter' of the Prestoungrange Arts Festival

The Battle Trust had its origins in the Prestoungrange Arts Festival which since 1998 has sought to tell the history of the town through all the arts. The Arts Festival believes that community self esteem is rekindled when its history is told through the arts, and that  socioeconomic regeneration is thereby accelerated. And we further believe that the self esteem of each artist also grows apace. 

The Arts Festival has deployed the arts as follows:

· a definitive 250,000 history + teachers guides

· that history translated onto 40+ murals across the town

· Witches Pardon & cycle of new plays 

· a totem pole crafted 

· sculpture created

· poetry to honour the history

· new plays written

· novels written

· music and ale festivals held

· exhibitions of the arts including pottery 

· music and singing 

· guided tours – The Prestonpans Experience

· Barga, Tuscany Twinning celebration visits

· 2006 Global Conference of 60+ towns across world

All hubbed from the 1908 Arts & Crafts Gothenburg, managed on Gothenburg Principles with support of the Lord Mayor of Goteborg [visited twice]

Spontaneous outgrowth of the Arts Festival includes:

· Three Harbours Festival [20,000 + pa]

· Arts classes [100+]

· Music 

· Fishermen/ Boaties of Port Seton

· Salters' Walk [with Newbattle Abbey]

· Barons' Courts

· Miner's Statue

· Battle of Prestonpans 1745 Heritage Trust

· Friends of Cuthill Park

· Cross curricular Arts support at Preston Lodge [PL]

· Youth support re PL RFC

· Burris Bursaries annually since 2004

