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1 February 2010
 
 
CHINESE VISITORS COME TO STUDY PRESTONPANS ARTS PROJECTS
 
Tuesday 2 February will see a group of six Chinese delegates visit Prestonpans to learn first hand about the arts and social enterprise activities happening there. 
 
The visit is has been arranged by the British Council and the delegation is made up of members from key partner organisations from the social enterprise sector in China.
 
While in Prestonpans their host will be local artist Andrew Crummy, the convenor of the Prestoungrange Arts Festival and one of the founders of the Three Harbours Arts Festival.
 
The group will examine how the Prestoungrange Gothenburg social business enterprise contributes to the life and well being of the local community, providing both and economic and social benefit to the area. 
 
The visit to Prestonpans is part of a 10 day long trip to the UK during which the group has also visited the Office of Third Sector (Cabinet Office) , UnLtd International, School for Social Entrepreneurs, Forth Sector and an number of other social enterprise in London and Edinburgh.
 
Yanni Peng is assistant director, Social Development, at the British Council in Beijing.  She said: “The aim of the visit is for the Chinese organisations to learn from British experience in the area of social enterprise and the development of skills for social entrepreneurs.  We also hope it will lead to the formation of new and mutually beneficial partnerships in the future.”
 
Andrew Crummy commented: “It is a pleasure to show this group round our community and explain to them the various initiatives we have going on here.  From the seeds of the early days of the Prestoungrange Arts Festival 10 years ago, we now have a flourishing arts community here and a host of spin-off events and projects.
 
“It would be nice to think that there could be an on-going connection into the future and I’m sure we have much to learn from each other.”
 
Ends
Further information from:
Mike Harland, Tel: 07712 045 718
Kristine Cunningham, Tel: 07904 520640
 
Note to Editors:
The Chinese delegation consists of:
	Qingqing QIU
	Deputy Director, Social Innovation Initiative Programme, China Social Entrepreneur Foundation 

 

	Yongguang  XU            
	Deputy Chair of the Board and Secretary-General, Narada Foundation

	Hongyu SHE
	Assistant Secretary-general, The Amity Foundation

	Weiyan ZHOU
	Trustee, Executive Chairman, Shanghai Jet Li One Foundation

	Ruijun YUAN
	Vice Director, Centre for Civil Society Study, Associate Professor School of Government PKU

	Zhengmeng  YE           
	General-manager, Zhejiang Xinhu Group Co., Ltd.  

	Ian ROBINSON
	Director, Society and Development, the British Council Beijing

	Yanni PENG
	Assistant Director, Society and Development, the British Council Beijing


 
The specific aims for the visit are:
· Enable key individuals to better understand the social enterprise sector and appreciate UK’s expertise and experience in this area; 

 
· To gain understanding and knowledge of the impact of their financial investments – SROI and ‘best value’ principles and social objectives 
 
· Achieve buy-in and continuing commitment in terms of partnering British Council on the Skills for Social Entrepreneurs project and its development in 2010 and 2011; 

 
· Help establish links between these leading Chinese foundations and UK organisations and institutions with a view to further collaboration & partnership. 

 
