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Jacobite Invasion of East Lothian Schools
Children in East Lothian are getting a unique insight into the 1745 Jacobite rising, thanks to a new programme of visits by the Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust.
The project is in response to serious concerns nationally about the lack of knowledge of Scottish history among young people.  
With lottery funding of nearly £10,000 from Awards for All, the Battle Trust is visiting some 32 schools in the area, free of charge, over the coming months.  Although this is a pilot scheme, they hope that the programme will continue into the future and expand beyond East Lothian.
Each visit has three component parts which together provide an interactive and fun way to learn about the Jacobite rising of 1745, and in particular, the Battle of Prestonpans which saw Bonnie Prince Charlie defeat the government forces in less than 15 minutes.
First a storyteller, Greg Dawson Allan, sets the scene, with tales of the causes of the rising, the arrival of Prince Charlie, and the journey to Prestonpans.  Then Adam Watters, a fully-fledged adjutant of the Prince, recounts his experience of the battle, with a hands-on demonstration of the clothes and weapons of the time.

Finally the children play a specially-made miniature battle game on a scale model of the actual battle area.  The game and board were made by twice-European gaming champion, Gordon Veitch.

One of the first classes to receive a visit from the battle team was P6 at St Gabriel’s Primary in Prestonpans.  Their class teacher, Lindsay Kennedy, was extremely impressed with the impact it had on her pupils.
“The various parts of the visit fitted together really well to bring the events to life for the children,” said Ms Kennedy.  “The fact that they were able to participate to such a high degree also made it more relevant and memorable.

“Having the Battle Trust visit us has been a great experience and has really helped them to understand and remember the Jacobite period.  Many of the children actually live on part of the battle site, so for them it was especially exciting.”

 The Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust has been concerned for some time that the teaching of Scottish history has become less and less of a priority in schools.  It also laments the fact that history which is especially relevant to a particular area is often not covered at all, because of the constraints of the modern curriculum.
Cllr Peter Mackenzie, himself a retired teacher and convenor of East Lothian Council’s Education Committee, is a founding trustee of the Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust.  He commented: “One of the things that prompted the formation of the Trust in 2006 was the realisation that so few local people had any knowledge of this famous battle that was fought right on their own doorstep.
“I understand only too well the constraints and pressures that face teachers, but this initiative by the Battle Trust is providing a way for pupils to become really engaged in a key area of Scottish history.  We also want to offer a vehicle for the study of the Jacobite rising which does not entirely focus on the tragedy of Culloden, but gives an understanding of the hope and ambition that existed after the Battle of Prestonpans.

“The teaching of Scottish history is a priority for our government, and we hope that this programme of visits will continue long-term, and expand to cover other areas of Scotland.”

Ultimately the Battle Trust aims to create a permanent state-of-the-art centre close to the battle field.  In the meantime it has developed a programme of activities designed to raise awareness of the battle and its important place in history.  These include annual battle re-enactments, an archaeological survey of the area and improved interpretation of the site and especially commissioned art, drama and music.
Ends

Further information from:

Kristine Cunningham, Tel: 07904 520640

www.battleofprestonpans1745.org 
