BATTLE TRUST NEEDS NEW PRINCE CHARLIE ICON
The Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust is urgently seeking a new iconic image of Bonnie Prince Charlie.
The recent admission by the National Galleries of Scotland that their famous painting of Charles by Maurice Quentin La Tour is probably actually of his brother, Henry, has prompted a crisis at the Battle Trust which has used this image extensively in recent years.
Now the Battle Trust is assessing alternative portraits for an image which it hopes will become as instantly recognised as the La Tour painting.  Supporters of the trust are being asked to express their opinion via the website www.battleofprestonpans1745.org .
The controversy surrounding the pastel portrait started two years ago when a London art dealer cleaned one of his pictures and concluded that it was a copy of the La Tour work.
This copy was titled “Portrait of a Cardinal”, and so the dealer, Bendor Grosvenor, surmised that it must show Prince Henry Benedict, Prince Charles’ younger brother who became a cardinal in 1747.

Having paid £22,000 for the painting in 1994, the National Galleries of Scotland maintained it was indeed Charles, based on the advice of experts.  Now, however, one of their key advisors has changed his mind about the identity of the sitter, and so the gallery has conceded that ‘on balance’ Grosvenor is probably right in his claims.
Dr Gordon Prestoungrange, chairman of the Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust, said: “Although we accept the National Galleries’ own view of their painting, we are not 100 per cent convinced.  Although the portrait may show a distinct likeness to Henry, it also looks remarkably like other portraits of Charles – not so strange as they were brothers.  Maybe the London copy of the painting had been wrongly labelled and perhaps one day a further copy will emerge with a different title.

“None-the-less, Bonnie Prince Charlie is known the world over and it’s important that his image should be instantly recognised.  We are therefore keen to identify another portrait that could become as well known as La Tour’s work. 
“The Jacobite rising and Bonnie Prince Charlie bring thousands of tourists to Scotland and in Prestonpans we are unashamed of building on his fame to bring more to our community.  Having striking and recognisable images on promotional material is crucial and we need to find an image of Charlie that is both recognisable and portrays him as the hero he was perceived as in 1745.”
The Battle of Prestonpans is widely acknowledged as the most glorious event of the ’45 Jacobite rising and saw Prince Charles and his Highland army decimate the government forces of General Sir John Cope in less than 15 minutes.  
Now the site of this East Lothian battle lies virtually unmarked and threatened by development.  The Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust has been campaigning since 2006 to have the site safeguarded and interpreted – ultimately with a living history centre as a focus for visitors.
“Having the right image of Bonnie Prince Charlie is important and that’s why we’re asking our supporters from across the world to tell us what they think,” concluded Dr Prestoungrange.
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