PRESS RELEASE
11 January 2010 

LOCAL BODIES ASK COUNCIL FOR ACTION ON BATTLE SITE

The Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust and Prestonpans Community Council have lodged a petition with East Lothian Council demanding action to improve the site of the famous 1745 battle.

The two bodies are asking East Lothian Council to follow the lead of the Scottish Parliament which recently pledged to support the work of the Battle Trust and its plans to create a living history centre at Meadowmill. 

A document making a number of specific requests has been lodged with the council’s Petitions Committee which is due to meet on 21 January.

Most importantly, the council is asked to formally acknowledge its support for the Battle Trust’s plans for a visitor centre and agree to rent the necessary land at Meadowmill to the trust for a nominal sum.
They are also asking that within the next 12 months the Council makes a number of improvements to the site, including: 
· Better signage to the Battle Bing, including a sign on the A1.

· Better interpretation at the top of the Battle Bing
· A new interpretation board at the foot of the Bing.
· Collection of litter on the Bing and surrounding woodland and the provision of bins.

· Repair and maintenance of the post and chain that surrounds the Gardiner Obelisk at Bankton House.

The Battle Trust has been campaigning to protect and improve the battle site for the last four years and works closely with community council.
In that time the Battle Trust has created a range of events to increase understanding and knowledge of the famous battle - Bonnie Prince Charlie’s greatest victory of the 1745 Jacobite rebellion.
The annual anniversary re-enactments have gone from strength to strength; the Battlebus and miniature gaming board is touring local schools, complete with storytelling and weapons demonstrations; plays have been staged and more are planned; an epic 90mt tapestry is being created in towns across Scotland. 
Battle Trust Chairman, Dr Gordon Prestoungrange, said: “Since we started our campaign we have had verbal support from various quarters at East Lothian Council, but we now feel it’s time that they gave us some concrete evidence that they recognise the benefits a centre would bring to East Lothian.
“We have worked very hard to demonstrate that we are a responsible body and that the Battle of Prestonpans deserves to be recognised as a key event in Scottish history.

“At this stage we are not asking the council to provide millions of pounds in funding, but just to do the very minimum that is required to support our efforts and make the site presentable to visitors.

“The Scottish Government, through the then-culture minister, Mike Russell, promised to help us in the coming years and support our aim to secure funding for a fitting centre close to the battlefield.  This will benefit not just Prestonpans, but the whole of East Lothian and the nation in general.” 
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