PRESS RELEASE

21 September 2009
BATTLE WEEKEND HAILED ‘THE BIGGEST AND BEST YET’
This weekend’s events to mark the anniversary of the Battle of Prestonpans were declared by the organisers to be a great success and the biggest and best yet.
Now in their third year, the re-enactments attracted over 100 redcoats and Jacobites who fought a valiant battle in front of an audience of 500-600.
Cuthill Park in Prestonpans was the centre of the action and on Saturday afternoon resounded to the noise of dozens of muskets and six powerful cannons.
As in the real battle on 21 September 1745, the Highland army won a resounding victory in the end.  
Some of the fleeing redcoats were pursued to Morrison’s Haven where a boat from the Forth Yacht Club in Pittenwheem waited to rescue a lucky individual.  This year it happened to be Matthew Wills, the son of Dr Gordon Prestoungrange, the Baron of Prestoungrange, who waded into the sea and was hauled on board the dinghy. 

Dr Prestoungrange is the chairman of the Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust which is behind the annual re-enactments.  He said: “We are delighted with the weekend’s events this year.  We had lots more re-enactors turn up and the audience has more than doubled.  With six cannons and a great venue here at Cuthill Park, there was lots of excitement for both young and old.  
“Many of the re-enactors were camped here at Cuthill in the traditional way and provided brilliant Living History in the run-up to the big battle on Saturday.

“Ultimately we want to see a permanent Visitor Centre here in Prestonpans to take advantage of the interest in this period of history.  In the meantime we are continuing with our programme of activities throughout the year to keep spreading the word about the battle and its important place in history.

“We are already making plans for next year’s events, although they will also be tied in with our magnificent 80mt Battle Tapestry which is due to be completed by next summer.  We plan to take it on tour throughout the Highlands before bringing it to Prestonpans for the 2010 anniversary.”
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