PRESS RELEASE

Tuesday 1 September 2009

WEST HIGHLAND EMBROIDERERS WANTED FOR EPIC BATTLE TAPESTRY
Local embroiderers are being invited to help produce Scotland’s version of the famous Bayeux Tapestry – based on Bonnie Prince Charlie and his early success.

The invitation comes from the Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust.  It wants to produce an 80mt- long tapestry made up of 79 different scenes from the Prince’s early campaign in Scotland – from setting sail in France, landing in Scotland, marching to Edinburgh and victory at Prestonpans.  It also traces the movements of the government forces, led by Sir John Cope.
The aim is to involve the towns depicted on the panels and for each community first to approve the design, then for local groups or individuals to actually sew it themselves over the winter months.

When the panels are completed and sewn together in June 2010, the massive tapestry will go on tour – to France, then through Scotland along the same route as the Prince, before being permanently on show in Prestonpans. 
Already more than half of the 79 panels have been ‘claimed’ by local groups around Scotland, but there are still several available that show scenes from the West Highlands. 
From 12 to 17 September, the tapestry team from Prestonpans will themselves be following in the Prince’s footsteps and will stay at Borrodale House near Arisaig. From there they will visit towns and communities throughout the region to make contact and recruit embroiderers. 

Their first public meeting is arranged for 7pm on 15 September at  Astley Hall at Arisaig.  Here they hope to find volunteers to take ownership of the four panels which relate to the time from Prince’s landing on the mainland to the raising of the standard at Glenfinnan. Anyone who is interested is invited to attend the meeting and find out more about the project.
Artist Andrew Crummy has created the designs on the panels which are in the manner of the famous 1745 cartoon of Sir John Cope, the defeated government commander at Prestonpans.  

“We needed something simple that would be achievable for different groups and individuals to embroider,” he explained.  “This is a very ambitious project, but we’ve had a fantastic response from people who want to take responsibility for particular panels.
“During this stay in the Highlands we’re hoping to make contact with lots more groups in this area and to interest them in taking on their own panel.”
Each panel is 1mt x 400cm and will involve an estimated 100 hours work to complete.  All the materials will be supplied and the linen panels will be provided with the designs drawn on them.

The team is particularly keen to hear from individuals or groups in and around Arisaig, Glenfinnan, Spean Bridge and Inverness.  
Full details of the project are available at www.prestoungrange.org .   To find out more or get involved,  send an e-mail to sburgess@prestoungrange.org or phone Gillian Hart on 01875 819922.
ends
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