PRESS RELEASE
28 April 2009
 
ANGER IN PRESTONPANS AS LIDL DEMOLISHES HISTORIC BUILDING
 
The Prestonpans community’s dream of creating a new arts centre in the old Fowlers HQ building came tumbling down on Friday as it was demolished by its owner, the German cut-price supermarket chain Lidl. 
 
The building has been the subject of a two-year campaign by the local community who wanted to stop developers from destroying it and instead make it into a community arts resource.  
 
It was built as the head quarters of Fowlers Brewery which operated in the town for over 200 years and was one of the last vestiges of the town’s rich industrial heritage which has all been destroyed over the years in favour of modern development.
 
Now the town’s dreams are shattered as Lidl has demolished the building after announcing plans for a large development on the site, offering “the cheapest houses in Scotland”.  Planning permission for this has yet to be granted by East Lothian Council.
 
The campaign to save the old Fowlers building was spearheaded by the Community Council and the Prestoungrange Arts Festival.  This evening (Tuesday 28 April), the Community Council plans to hold an emergency meeting to discuss what action to take in response to the demolition.  
 
Both organisations and many others in the town are incensed that the building was allowed to be knocked down, when the community felt so strongly that it should be retained.
 
They are keen to make sure that any development on the now-empty site meets the approval of the community.  It is felt that this is a key gateway location into the town and that ‘Scotland’s Cheapest Flats’ would not necessarily represent the best use of the land.
 
This evening’s Community Council meeting is at the Prestoungrange Gothenburg in Prestonpans at 6.30pm.  Everyone is welcome to attend.
 
Ends

 

Further information from:
 
Tom Ewing
Prestonpans Community Councillor
Tel: 01875 815639  or 07758 976397
