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ANGER IN PRESTONPANS OVER DEMOLITION OF OLD FOWLER'S HQ
 

Prestonpans Community Council’s meeting on Tuesday 14 April heard outraged concerns that Lidl and low-cost house builders G2 are planning to demolish the old Fowler's HQ in the town whilst appeal processes are still very much under way.

 

No planning consent has been given by East Lothian Council for any new development on the site although an application was submitted in November 2007. Recent press announcements from Lidl and G2 suggest they have a new scheme for 'Scotland's cheapest new homes' to be built there and activity at the site in the past few days has triggered the concerns.

 

The Prestoungrange Arts Festival with the complete support of the Community Council has led the campaign against demolition on the grounds that it is the last surviving building of the town's industrial history and locally a valued art-deco structure. It's still ongoing with appeals right across the spectrum.
In 2008 the Arts Festival initiated a Community Right to Buy application to the Scottish Executive, with plans to restore and create a community arts facility in the old Fowlers building.
 

"We've been blocked at every turn", Community Councillor Tom Ewing stated. "Historic Scotland has repeatedly refused to accept its historic value and would not List it. And the town's petition for a Community Right to Buy signed by 10% of all adults was refused consideration by Ministers on the grounds that Lidl had already given a Conditional Offer to Sell to G2."

 

"The Conditional Offer is in our opinion totally invalid since the Planning Consent Lidl received from East Lothian Council to build its store alongside the Old Fowler's HQ was based on retaining that very building as an integral element in the design of the site. It is the height of hypocrisy to get approval one year on the grounds of retaining the building and the next year block the Community Right to Buy by registering an Option that contradicts the basis for that original approval. Someone somewhere is seeking to make fools of us all here in the Pans. On that sort of basis anyone hearing there might be a Petition for Community Right to Buy can grant another party any sort of conditional option, just to block the process."

 

"The Arts Festival are currently in the process of appealing against the refusal to consider Community Right to Buy, they have a Petition before Holyrood being considered again this month and they have asked the new Minister responsible for Historic Scotland, Michael Russell, personally to reconsider the evidence in favour of Listing on historical grounds. And if that fails the community intends to proceed to the Public Services Ombudsman questioning the ways in which Historic Scotland has exercised, indeed failed to exercise, its statutory duties in the name of Scottish Ministers."

 

"We are taking this campaign all the way," concluded Tom Ewing. "This building matters to our community. The ideal outcome is that we work with Lidl to see it conserved and able to take its part in the future growth and development of the town."
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