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BATTLE ARCHAEOLOGISTS SET TO WORK IN PRESTONPANS

Friday 27 February sees the start of a three-day visit by archaeologists looking for artefacts relating to the Battle of Prestonpans.
This is the first ever significant archaeological study of the battle area and experts are hopeful that new fact will come to light about the famous 1745 battle which many regard as Bonnie Prince Charlie’s finest hour.
A team of local volunteers will also be joining the investigation which is being carried out by the Centre for Battlefield Archaeology at the University of Glasgow, with funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust.

This first phase is an evaluation survey to assess the outlying areas of the battle.  It will involve the use of metal detectors and will concentrate on the area around Bankton House, fields by Tranent Church and an area around Polwarth Terrace and the Thorntree monument.
Some 12 local people will be joining the archaeologists over the weekend, helping in particular with recording and surveying artefacts as they are found.  
The second phase will take place in late March and will see the team concentrating on the actual battle site around the waggonway and on land close to the Community Centre.
Lastly, in mid-April, the team hopes to investigate the gardens of willing residents of houses built on the battle area.
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Natasha Ferguson who is leading the Glasgow University team for this weekend’s survey, said: “We are hopeful of finding many artefacts over the weekend - mainly musket and cannon balls.  Although this whole area has been farmed and developed a lot over the last 260 years, there are still a surprising number of relatively undisturbed pockets of land and we hope they will reveal evidence of the battle and how it was fought.”  

“Its been great to have such a good response from local people and its clear that they feel very proud of having such an important historical event happen right here on their doorstep.  

“We would still welcome more input though, and would especially like to hear from people who live in or around Gardiner Road, Polwarth Terrace or Preston Crescent.  These houses are right on the battlefield itself and it is possible there will still be artefacts buried in their gardens.  Its not possible for us to fully survey the whole estate, but we would certainly like to investigate a few properties.”
The archaeological investigation is part of a wider initiative by the Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust which is campaigning to have the battle site properly protected and interpreted for visitors.  Ultimately they hope to build a state-of-the art visitor centre close to the battle field which research indicates could attract some 80,000 visitors per year.

In the meantime, the Trust is working to increase understanding of the battle through annual re-enactments, arts activities and storytelling in schools and throughout the community.  

The archaeological team will welcome visitors to the various sites over the weekend.  They will be working between 10am – 4pm each day and will be at Bankton House on Friday, at the Thorntree Monument and Polwarth Terrace on Saturday and at Tranent Church on Sunday.
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Anyone interested in knowing more and getting involved in the project should contact Natasha Ferguson on 07968 875493.
Ends

Further information from:

Kristine Cunningham, Tel: 07904 520640

Natasha Ferguson, Tel: 07968 875493

www.battleofprestonpans1745.org
www.battlearchaeology.arts.gla.ac.uk 
