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PRESTONPANS MINERS REMEMBERED IN PAINT
Prestonpans’ latest mural is a memorial to the old Summerlee community of miners and their families at Cuthill and will be officially dedicated on Saturday 28 February.

The dedication will take place at the mural at 12 noon and will be attended by old Summerlee residents, members of the Miners Association, the Community Council and many others with an interest in the area and its history.  
Marking the event will be music by Davy Steel’s widow, Patsy Seddon, and drama, in the shape of a short re-enactment of miner’s family life.  This will be followed by a Miners’ Buffet and Soup Kitchen and more music back at the Gothenburg from 12.30pm.

Organised by the Prestoungrange Arts Festival, this dedication also marks the start of a campaign by the Community Council to raise funds for a miners’ statue to be erected at the top end of Prestonpans.

Tom Ewing, the artist who painted the mural, together with Edinburgh artist Paul Dalrymple,  himself lives in Cuthill, as did his grandfather who was a miner at Prestongrange.  
“It is great to have been able to pay tribute to the miners and their families who worked and lived in Prestonpans.  Almost everyone in the town who has not moved here in the last few years has some family connection to the mines and now there is nothing left of it other than the Industrial Museum.

“We also tend to focus on the miners themselves and the backbreaking work that they did.  But I also wanted to remember their families and the hardships they faced, as well as the closeness of the community.  Although the standard of housing in the new schemes was a huge improvement, it meant the break-up of the old community and the legendary ‘Kittle’ sprit.”

The mural shows the streets and houses which were built by the Summerlee and Mossend Iron and Coal Company between 1895 and the First World War in the Cuthill area of Prestonpans. 

Although most consisted of just two rooms and were without running water, they were considered to be ‘model’ houses in their time. In total there were five blocks of 32 houses each, with Cuthill Park and the newly built Cuthill School at Morison’s Haven.
By the 1950s, housing standards and expectations had risen and the old Summerlee houses had been demolished and replaced by Council housing.  But many mourned the passing of the deep sense of community that bound the people of Summerlee.

Everyone is invited to attend the mural dedication and the Miners’ Buffet at the Goth afterwards, especially those with personal memories of Summerlee or Cuthill School.   The Arts Festival hopes to mount an exhibition on ‘Life at Summerlee’ later this year and is keen to borrow any old photographs and mementoes of the time.
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