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PRESS RELEASE
10 February 2009
STORYTELLING, ARTEFACTS AND MODEL GAMING WILL BRING 

THE BATTLE OF PRESTONPANS TO LIFE
The Battle of Prestonpans was a dramatic, bloodthirsty and very significant event in history – with all the ingredients for a blockbuster Hollywood epic.

To help bring it to life for children, the Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust is using storytelling and model battle games to bring the famous conflict to life in the classroom.  

The Trust was set up three years ago to promote and interpret the Battle of Prestonpans, the highpoint of the 1745 Jacobite rebellion, led by Bonnie Prince Charlie.  
Although this period is well known to most and features in the 5-14 curriculum, most focus tends to go on the latter part of the campaign and the tragic conclusion at Culloden.  The Battle Trust would like to raise awareness of the earlier days and the burning ambition and hope that existed among the Prince’s followers after their resounding victory at Prestonpans.
Ultimately the Trust wants to build a state-of-the-art visitor centre close to the site, with interactive interpretation suitable for all ages.  But in the meantime it is undertaking a range of projects to help people understand the conflict.
With the help of a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund the Trust is has already begun training local people to become confident storytellers.  It has also commissioned a detailed scale model of the battlefield and a smaller battle board game which will allow children to get hands-on experience of the conflict.

An ex-mobile library has been converted into an exhibition and storytelling centre, nick-named the ‘Battlebus’,  which will travel to schools and other venues throughout East Lothian, providing a whole package of activity for children of all ages.
To co-ordinate the programme, the Trust is also hoping to create a Storytelling Fellowship, to develop the artform as it relates to the battle, and to other aspects of heritage in Prestonpans.

Experienced storyteller Marion Kenny has been leading the training workshops and has been impressed by the vision and enthusiasm of the Trust and the local community.

“Everybody loves a good story whatever age, background or culture,” she commented.  “Storytelling is a unique human skill shared between people and one of our oldest artforms. A well told tale is not only a wonderful form of entertainment but also a fantastic learning tool. 

“I was delighted to be invited to lead a series of training sessions in aural tradition storytelling in Prestonpans with the intention that members would lead site specific storytelling tours. 
“There is something magical about taking audiences into the landscape to hear stories that happened on the very earth on which you stand, and the Battle of Prestonpans was arguably the high point of the Jacobite rebellion and a tale that should not be forgotten.”
In parallel, the first detailed archaeological investigation of the Battle of Prestonpans is also underway.  Funded by the Battle Trust and the Heritage Lottery Fund, the work is being undertaken by Glasgow University’s Centre for Battlefield Archaeology and is led by Dr Tony Pollard of BBC Two Men in a Trench fame.
A community-base project, this will see archaeologists making a series visits to schools and day-centres, school field trips to the site and local groups and individuals helping with the fieldwork.  As part of the battlefield now lies under a housing estate, a number of local residents will be involved in the investigation of their back gardens.

Summing up the various battle initiatives, Dr Gordon Prestoungrange, chairman of the Battle Trust, said: “Our aim is to tell the story of the Battle of Prestonpans to as many people as we can.  Until such time as we have a fabulous visitor centre here for people to come and see for themselves, we are determined to bring the story to them.
“For tourist we have all sorts of activities going on, including re-enactments, dramas and a new exhibition on the Clans and their involvement in the Battle of Prestonpans. 

“Getting the children excited about this important part of their history is also a key aim, and now we have a programme in place to help make it relevant to them and get them involved.”

Ends

Further information from;

Kristine Cunningham, 
Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust

Tel: 07904 520640

E-mail: kcunningham@blueyonder.co.uk
www.battleofprestonpans1745.org
Natasha Ferguson, 

Centre for Battlefield Archaeology
Tel: 0141 330 5541

E-mail: n.ferguson@archaeology.gla.ac.uk 

www.battlefieldarchaeology.arts.gla.ac.uk 

Marion Kenny, 

Storyteller

Tel: 0131 669 3686
E-mail: marionokenny@hotmail.com 
