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LOCAL OUTRAGE AT LIDL HOUSING PLANS
Plans by the Lidl supermarket chain to knock down the historic Fowlers HQ building in Prestonpans and build a block of 56 three-story flats was greeted with fury by the community this week.

The Fowlers building, last occupied by Coeval Products, has been the subject of controversy in the last 12 months as Lidl refused a bid by locals to buy it and create a community arts centre and new premises for the resurrected Fowlers Brewery.
Historic Scotland is currently considering a request to have the building Listed and the Prestoungrange Arts Festival is about to make an application under Community Right to Buy legislation. 
All these moves have the full backing of the Community Council and nearly 800 people have signed the Right to Buy petition.

Locals were outraged, therefore, o learn this week that Lidl has applied for Planning Permission for a scheme to build 56 flats, a substation and cycle store on the site.

Tom Ewing, one of the leaders of the campaign to save the building, said: “This really demonstrates how cynical and money-orientated Lidl is.  For a supermarket chain which makes its money from areas of economic hardship, it wouldn’t hurt them to give something back to the community for a change, instead of looking to make even more money by ruining our heritage. 
“The Prestoungrange Arts Festival offered Lidl a fair price for the building a year ago so that they could renovate this historic building and create a resource for the community.  Fowlers was an important company in this town for hundreds of years and their old HQ is the last remnant of Prestonpans’ industrial heritage.  
“Instead Lidl plan to sell it to a developer so they can build an ugly three story building which will block out the last view of the sea along the Prestonpans High Street.

“We are appealing to local people to object to the planning application and to East Lothian Council to refuse to grant planning permission.”

Also in the planning stages is a national campaign to boycott Lidl stores across Scotland.
Craig Allan is head of Fowlers Brewery which was started up again four years ago within the Prestoungrange Gothenburg.  Both his grandfather and great-grandfather worked for the old Fowlers.

He commented:  “Until it closed some 40 year ago, Fowlers was one of the main employers in Prestonpans and its products, such as Wee Heavy, were known across Scotland.   Now that we’ve resurrected it, we would love to move back into the original HQ building and restore it to its former glory.

“Lidl simply don’t care what the communities they operate in want.  As a company they have a very poor attitude to social responsibility, taking huge profits and giving next to nothing back.

“At the moment we’re planning a series of protest events in Prestonpans, but also hope to generate support for a national boycott of Lidl stores in Scotland.”
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