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BATTLE TAPESTRY MAKES ITS INTERNATIONAL DEBUT

In its first appearance on foreign soil the Battle of Prestonpans Tapestry went on show in Pornichet, in the Brittany region of France, this weekend  (29 April) where 1000 local visitors braved fierce winds to see it. 

The week-long exhibition was officially opened by the Maire (Mayor) of Pornichet, M. Robert Belliot and attended by the 26-strong pipes and drums of Brittany, Askol ha Brug.  

In his opening speech the Mayor recalled the areas’ many connections with Scotland, not least the fact that Bonnie Prince Charlie embarked from nearby St Nazaire to sail to Scotland and at the start of his campaign in 1745.

The panel telling this part of the story was embroidered in France by Jenny Unwin and attracted much attention from visitors. Later in the week Les Brodereuses, the Embroiderers, of Brittany will hold an all day Symposium at the exhibition.

There are many other Scottish connections with St Nazaire, not least the commandos’ role in Operation Chariot in WW2 that destroyed the dry dock there. St.Nazaire's shipyards were also established by Scots in the mid 19th century.

Dr Gordon Prestoungrange was the official representative of the Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust, which commissioned the tapestry.  He said: “We have spent two years in discussion with the local Breton community groups and we are delighted that the tapestry is now on display here.  These groups, led by Jean Cevaer, have made all the arrangements and the Battle Trust owes them a great debt of gratitude for their support and fine hospitality.

“We were especially keen for this to be the tapestry’s first international appearance since it ties in so well with Bonnie Prince Charlie’s own story.”
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