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Culture Minister’s Prestonpans Visit Cancelled Due to Council Delays
A visit to Prestonpans next week by Culture Minister Fiona Hyslop has been cancelled because of a lack of support from East Lothian Council.

The visit, to be hosted by the Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust, was scheduled for 18 April.  It was to include a tour of the Prestongrange Museum where the Battle Trust wants to see the creation of a Heritage Park, to include a centre to interpret the battle and house the hugely popular Battle of Prestonpans Tapestry.

But now East Lothian Council has said that, although the Museum site is included in its most recent Capital Budget, it has no specific priority and no agreement that the Battle Trust and Tapestry can even locate there.

They also say they prefer the Minister does not visit the Museum site during the run up to the local elections.

Dr Gordon Prestoungrange, the founding chairman of the Battle Trust, said: “We have been in talks with East Lothian Council since January 2010 when they encouraged us to look at locating our battle and tapestry centre at the Museum.  We have always said that there has to be an investment in improving the Museum site to make it viable to house our Tapestry there.

“With a definite commitment by the Council for such improvements, we propose to raise over £2 million to create the battle and tapestry buildings.
“Now, two year on, it seems we are no further forward and with no prospect of any action by East Lothian Council in the foreseeable future.  We have to think realistically whether this site is in fact the best location after all.

“We are writing to all the prospective candidates in this coming election asking if they support our plans for a Heritage Park.  If we don’t get substantial backing then we will be forced to start exploring other sites, quite possibly out with Prestonpans, and even out with East Lothian.

“This would mean the loss of the proposed Battle Trust investment of £2 million, dozens of potential jobs in the town and an estimated annual income of over £1 million.  The Heritage Park could be a really valuable resource for the community.
“Fiona Hyslop first accepted our invitation to visit Prestonpans 18 months ago, but we wanted to wait until we had something concrete to show her.  We were hopeful that inclusion in the Council’s Capital Plan would mean we would have some positive progress to report.  
“But as it now seems we are no further forward, it seemed best to postpone our talks with her for the time being.”
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