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HARROGATE TO HOST UK’S LONGEST TAPESTRY

The massive 104-metre Battle of Prestonpans Tapestry will make its first appearance in the North of England next week when it goes on show at the Harrogate International Centre (24-27 November).

Created by more than 200 volunteer embroiderers, the tapestry was completed in 2010.  It contains 10 million stitches and took over 25,000 hours to complete.

Inspired by the 11th century Bayeux Tapestry that depicts the Norman Conquest, the Prestonpans Tapestry illustrates the early campaign of Bonnie Prince Charlie in 1745.  Each of the 104 metre-long panels shows a different scene from the Prince’s journey.

It will be on display in Harrogate as a star attraction at the Knitting and Stitching Show, 24 – 27 November, at Harrogate International Centre.

Since it was completed last summer, it has been on touring display around Scotland and has been seen by over 100,000 visitors.   Now enthusiasts from northern England can see it for the first time.

It was commissioned by the Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust to promote the famous Jacobite battle site in Southeast Scotland.  The Battle Trust’s chairman, Gareth Jones, said:  “Everyone involved in the project was astonished at the fantastic quality of work the volunteer stitchers produced.  Although many had never sewn before, they all rose to the challenge and have created an amazing piece of work.

“What’s been apparent has been the enjoyment all sorts of people get from the tapestry – those interested in embroidery and crafts, those with a passion for history, and those just looking to see an exciting story well illustrated.”

This area has at least one strong Jacobite link, albeit through a local hero who fought on the opposing side - pioneering civil engineer John Metcalf, also known as Blind Jack of Knaresborough.  

Born in 1717, despite his disability he led an eventful and successful early life as a violin player.  In 1745 he helped recruit volunteers to crush the Scots rebel army and himself joined in the fighting in Scotland.  

After the defeat of Bonnie Prince Charlie at Culloden, Jack returned to Harrogate where he began a 30-year career as a road builder.  He is said to have constructed some 180 miles of road around the north of England.

The Knitting and Stitching Show 2011 is open 10am – 5.30 pm.  For full details and ticket costs, call 01394 288521 or go to www.twistedthread.com 
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