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BATTLE ART EXHIBITION KICKS OFF ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
An exhibition of artwork commissioned by the Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust opens on Tuesday (20 September) at the Goth in Prestonpans, marking the start of the annual battle commemorations and re-enactments.

The exhibition consists of six paintings, showing different aspects of the Battle of Prestonpans and its participants.  Four are by local artist Andrew Hillhouse, and show large-scale dramatic depictions of different aspects of the battle itself.  

The other two are portraits by Kate Hunter, showing Bonnie Prince Charlie and his adversary, Sir John Cope.  The painting of the Prince was a response by the Battle Trust to the assertion that the best-known historical portrait of the prince was in fact of his brother, Prince Henry Benedict.  

The other painting shows Sir John Cope, the commander of the government army which was so soundly defeated by the Jacobites.  Until now, Cope has always been depicted in the form of a cartoon figure, but the Battle Trust has researched archives to come up with the new portrait.

Running until Sunday 25 September, the exhibition kicks off with an official opening at 7pm on Tuesday and is open all week 11am-2pm and 5pm-11pm.

Wednesday 21 September, the actual anniversary of the battle, is marked with a guided tour of the battlefield and a wreath-laying ceremony. The tour departs from the Goth at 5.30pm and can be booked by contacting the Battle Trust on 01875 812555 or by e-mailing ajohnston@battleofprestonpans1745.org 

The following weekend  (24 and 25 September) sees a full programme of re-enactments based around Cuthill Park.  The Living History Encampment will be open 11am - 4.30pm each day, with a full schedule of events – with the main battle re-enactment each day at 3pm.  The detailed programme is available at www.battleofprestonpans1745.org 
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