PRESS RELEASE

6 September 2011 
BATTLE TAPESTRY RETURNS TO EAST LOTHIAN

AFTER EDINBURGH TRIUMPH

The Battle of Prestonpans Tapestry makes a return visit to East Lothian this weekend after a three-month exhibition in Edinburgh where it was seen by over 20,000 visitors.

It will be on display at St Mary’s Parish Church, Sidegate, Haddington between 10 – 15 September.  Entry is free, and doors are open 11am – 4pm (1.30pm – 4pm Sunday).

The tapestry was created last summer with the help of 200 volunteer embroiderers, including 89 from East Lothian.  It was commissioned by the Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust and – at 104 metres – is the longest in the world.

It has been on exhibition in venues around Scotland over the last 12 months, most recently at St Mary’s Cathedral in Edinburgh, where it attracted record audiences.

The Battle Trust is currently fundraising to build a Battle Centre and a permanent home for the tapestry in Prestonpans.  Donations have been flooding in from the public, and the Trust is hopeful of support from government and other major funders.

Gareth Jones, chairman of the Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust, said:  “We’ve been knocked out by the numbers that have visited the tapestry so far and all the positive comments that have been made.  And thousands of people have bought the books that accompany the exhibition and given us very generous donations, helping to take us a bit closer to our goal of a permanent home in Prestonpans. 
“We’re also pleased that it’s back on display in East Lothian, even if it’s only for a short time.  I hope lots of people will take the opportunity to see it while its here.”

After Haddington, the tapestry will form one of the main displays at the 2011 Knitting and Stitching Show at Alexandra Palace in October and Harrogate in November.

In the meantime, East Lothian heritage and battle enthusiasts can look forward to the annual Battle of Prestonpans Re-enactments at Cuthill Park on 24 and 25 September.
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