CHAPTER VII
THE RECTORS OF MILTON

Frowum the ancient records of Acts of Institution
in the Lincoln Registers, it appears that the
churches and rectories of Milton and Collingtree
were united and held in two moieties. This was
probably due to the fact that Collingtree formed
part of one of the Manors of Milton, and so the
rectories would form two moieties of that manor.
In very early times these two moieties were
held by one rector, as is shown by the following
extract from the Lincoln registers, of the sixth
year of Robert Grostete (1241). This is the
earliest record extant of an institution to these
rectories.

COLYNTRE. Henricus de Wycheton, sub-
diaconus, presentatus per Symonem de Pate-
shull ad medietates de Colyntre et de Middelton
(etc.) in eas canonice rector institutus. Et
mandatum (etc.).

The following is a translation :

COLYNTRE. Henry de Wycheton, sub-
deacon, presented by Simon de Pateshull to the
moieties of Collingtree and of Middleton (etc.)
was canonically instituted rector therein. And
it was ordered (etc.).

Owing to the difficulty of singling out any
particular parish of Milton from the many others
120
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of the same name, some expedient had to be
devised by which records of induction to the
living would not give rise to any future question
of identity. Therefore the tworectorial moieties
of the manor were called by the name of Colyn-
tre, a part of that manor, to obviate confusion
with the twenty-five other Middletons and
twenty Miltons in other parts of the country.
So in ancient ecclesiastical documents we must
look for Milton under the head of ““ Colyntre.”
In the Lambeth MSS. recording the case of the
dispute between the Master of St. John’s
Hospital and the Rectors of Milton and Blis-
worth, the Rector of Milton, who at that time
was John de Clopham, is called ‘ John de
Colyntre.”

During the incumbency of this John de
Clopham, a second rector seems to have been
appointed, and from that time up to 1441, or a
few years later, there were two rectors, though
the rectories were still united. From 1464, the
rectories and churches were separated and held
by the various Rectors of Milton and Collingtree
respectively.

The two benefices having been united for so
long a time, the two rectors lived at Milton even
after the separation of the parishes. The site
of the ancient Rectory of Milton was in the
garden behind the present post office, in a plot
of ground called Anchor Close. Tradition says
this old rectory was burnt down some time early
in the last century. Not far away, on the other
side of the road, there stands an ancient tene-
ment known as Collingtree Rectory which, up
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to about thirty years ago, belonged to the
Rectors of Collingtree, and here, it is said, they
once resided. This tradition is supported by
entries in the Milton church registers :

“1600/1. Gye Smyth the sonne of Mr. Willm.
Smyth p’rson of Collingtre was bapt. the vjth.
Daie of ffebruarie.

1600/1. Gye Smyth the sonne of Mr. Willm.

Smyth p’rson of Collingtre was buried ye ixth.
Daie of ffebruarie.”

From these two entries of the baptism and
early death of his son, it is evident that in those
days the Rector of Collingtree lived in Milton.
The infant being but weakly, it was too far to
carry him from his home at Milton to his father’s
church at Collingtree for baptism. Three later
entries up to December 28th, 1604, record the
baptism in Milton Church of two other children
of the same William Smyth and the burial of
one, which affords sufficient proof, I think, that
Collingtree Rectory was once in our village.
Indeed, the path by which the Rectors of
Collingtree made their way thither through the
fields from their home in Milton, still exists as a
right of way. A further explanation of this is
given in the chapter on the parish. Owing to the
two Manors of Milton, the parishes were inter-
mixed.

In the entries above, William Smyth is
correctly and legally described as ““ parson ”’ of
Collingtree, for he was Rector, and only rectors
in Holy Orders are parsons. A vicar or curate
is not, strictly speaking, a parson. This is a
title of honour given to a rector because he was
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““Collingtree Rectory,”” Milton.

)

the ‘“ persona,” or principal personage in the
ecclesiastical parish. A vicar could not be so
described, for as a rule he was inducted in place
of a rector who was unable to perform the
religious duties himself, such as an abbot, who
had his abbey to attend to.

Information as to the institution of the
various rectors is gleaned from many sources,
including the Lincoln Registers, the Lambeth
Registers and finally the Peterborough Regis-
ters. A list of rectors so far as is at present
known is given here.
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