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2y FINDINGS OF THE BARONS COURTS

i On 27th July 2004 in the Trinity Session of cur Baron
i Courts of Prestoungrange and Dolphinstoun we pronounce
<e the following interlocutor [EIL. 53. 2004 P&D. 02):

> Finds in Fact:

5 1) That it appears that a gross miscarriage of justice was inflicted
(o upon many persons convicted of ‘conjuration or sorcery’

Ef?, within the jurisdiction of the Baron Courts of Prestoungrange
l;} and Dolphinstoun and executed for the same before the

2z enactment of The Witchcraft Act 17335,

‘E}E‘ 2)THAT before the enactment of The Witchcraft Act, 1735,
&g  thousands of people through out Scotland and their cats,
:: were executed for ‘conjuration or sorcery’ under the Statute
0 1603, 1 Jac. I, c¢. 12, upon legally insufficient ‘spectral
'5?, evidence' under Scots Law: That is to say, the ‘voices’ or
&%  actions of ‘spirits’ given as ‘evidence’ of the ‘guilt’ of the
e accused.

%% 3)THAT those persons condemned for witchcraft within the
&9  jurisdiction of the Baron Courts of Prestoungrange and
f,ﬁ Dolphinstoun were convicted on the hasis of ‘spectral
90 evidence’, that is to say, the ‘voices’ or actions of ‘spirits’

2, given as ‘evidence' of the ‘guilt’ of the accused.

;Eg; 4) THAT this gave rise to a situation of waging private vendettas
&3 by accusing one's enemies of witchcraft.

&3 S5)THAT all those persons and their cats were convicted of
R ‘conjuration or sorcery’ within the jurisdiction of the Baron
3 Courts of Prestoungrange and Dolphinstoun and executed for

3
":; the same were convicted on the basis of legally insufficient
g “spectral evidence” and were probably the victims of personal
:,‘ vendettas by personal enemies who alleged the commission
_f of “Witchcralt® solely as a means to getting rid of the accused.
t‘ﬁ Finds in Law:

'.:;:1’ 1) THAT ‘spectral evidence', consisting of the ‘voices’ or
hr:*' i H Ll - .- Fl . - & q
() actions’ of evil spirits, is impossible to prove or to disprove in
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a court of law; nor is it possible for the accused to cross-
examine the ‘spirit’ concerned: One is convicted upon the
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Abgolute Pardon

In Remembrance

Earparet Ailchesoun
Masie Altchesoun
Agnes Ard

Marjorle Andersone
Earparet Auchinmoutis
Marloun Bailzie [Balllie)
Christian Blaikie

Mep Bogioun

Jamer Boyd

Ressie Broune [Brown)
Thomas Brounhill {Erownhillh
Wile of the alove
Puncan Buchquhanman
Efargarel Butier
Kiartha Butter

Jonen Camphell
Elspeth Chenshie
Thommas Cackbifn
Marloun Congliton
Bessie Cowane
Beatrix Cuthbertson
Jamed Darlip,

Apnes Dempstar

Gelie Duncan
Catherine Duncane
Thomas Fean

John Fian or Flene
lonett Gall

Batle Ceddie

Helen Gibasome [Gibson)
lohnme Gordon
Catherene Gray
Jonmeit Gray

Robert Griersoune
Izzobell Griersoune
Issobell Crylloun
Edarparer Hall

Aprees Kelly

Cristian Keringlon
Helene Lauder
Issobell Latsder

Agnes Liddell
Katherine Liddell

15007
15907
14431

14788
141

15007
14461

15907
16286
15907
15907
15007
159071
1431

1659

15007
1672

15907
15907
15947
14288
16288
16288
1591T
15907
1591T
15907
1590T
15907
14661

15007
159407
14451

1591T
14407

15907
1441

1678

15007
15907
1590T
14288
1678

(Acquitted on cawron

lonett Logan

15901

Ewiame McCalzean
[Fuphemia Ml ean)

Catherine MeGil

Gillbert MGl

lohnne MeGill

Barbara Mathie

Wife of Georpe Moitis

Wife of Michol Murray

Ane Nairm

lomett Micolsonm

Marioun Micoleomm 1 5907

Margaret Oliver

Marie Fatersouns

Fartar of Seton, wile

Helen Cahyte [White)

Alexander Coabrytelaw (YWhitelaw)

Wife of John Ramsay

Marion Kanking

Janet Reld

Bessie Riddell

Margaret Ridpeth

Dainald Babimson

Anny Bycheson

Dauphiters of Agnes Sampsoun

Agnes Sampsoun

Marioune Schaw

Ane Smsan

Wife of Smythe

Ellzmbeih Steven

lonett Straltion

Tanet Surauchane [Srachan)

Margrett Thomson

Bessie Thamsoine

Fatherine Wallace

Chatles War

Bessde Wrychi (Wright)

Marparer ¥oung

Wotes

15907

15907
15907
15407
16280
15907
15907
15T
15907

16268
15907
15907
15907
15907
15907
15907
162BE
15280
16288
15907
15907
15907
15907
15907
15917
15907
1629

15907
1628R
15907
15907
15907
1501T
15907
16266

B Tried by local cornmission orderad

Ly the Privy Council or the

Committe of Estares acting lor

Farliament

T = Treason and witchorafi
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very making of such charges without any possibility of *
offering a defence against such ‘spectral evidence'. --
2) That, at the least, the verdict of “MNot Proven” should have %
been rendered in all cases and situation where those accused <

b}
of witchcraft were convicted on the basis of legally f;‘
insufficient ‘spectral evidence'. @
3) That all those persons and their cats convicted of ‘conjuration ;}‘3
or sorcery’ within the jurisdiction of the Baron Courts of #
Prestoungrange and Dolphinstoun and executed for the same "
o

were wrongly convicted upon the basis of “spectral evidence”
legally insufficient under Scots law to sustain a conviction. :

HELD: &
1) The Baron Courts of Prestoungrange and Dolphinstoun rule £
that weightily and sufficient grounds of both fact and law exist 2

for vacating the conviction of all those persons and their cats &2
who were convicted of ‘conjuration or sorcery’ within the §a

o

o,

jurisdiction of the Baron Courts of Prestoungrange and Dolphin- }':
stoun and executed for the same before the enactment of The $£2
Witchcraft Act 1735: In all cases such convictions were based 3
upon ‘spectral evidence’ legally insufficient under Scots law to &5
sustain a conviction. In all such cases the verdict of *Not Proven”
ought to have been rendered by the Baron Courts of the day.
2) Accordingly, the Baron Courts of Prestoungrange and f’
Dolphinstoun grant an Absolute Pardon to those persons f,:
convicted of ‘conjuration or sorcery’ within their jurisdiction "
before the enactment of The Witchcraft Act 1735 as well as to _‘,;f
the cats concerned. &3
3) Furthermore, the Baron Courts order that this most :*;.1
unfortunate carriage of justice inflicted upon such persons and *51
their cats be remembered: (i) in murals to be painted in the :;'i
baronies depicting their plight; (i) by an historical record being ;;
published that both recounts their alleged crimes and £
punishments and records such Absolute Pardon; and that (iii) %,
the tragic events involved be re-enacted each year on Hallow- &3
e'en and from time to time as a living reminder of this earlier tf
process of justice in Scotland. 5
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